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Not only is Costa Rica a beautiful land of beautiful people it is also an ornithological melting pot 

where the avifaunae of Central and South America merge. We were looking for Central American 

species at the southern limits of their range, many of which are endemic to Central America as well as 

numerous species that are endemic to Costa Rica and western Panama (so called Chiriquí endemics) 

and a few species that are endemic to Costa Rica itself. We also searched for some predominantly 

South American species at the northern limits of their range. 

Day 1 Eleven of us met up at London Heathrow and flew to Dulles Airport, Washington DC with 

United Airlines; after negotiating US customs and immigration we relaxed in the transit lounge to 

await our onward flight to Costa Rica. We also met up with our final group member, Daan, who had 

flown from Amsterdam Schipol. Eventually our flight was called and we boarded our plane for the 

roughly 4 hour flight to San Jose. On touchdown in Central America we passed quickly through 

immigration to the arrivals hall where we were met by Birdfinders ground agents for this tour, Costa 

Rica Gateway, and the team of Steven Easley and his lovely wife Magda plus our driver, Luiz. Steven 

outlined the plan for tomorrow and once our bus was loaded Luiz took us to the Hotel Robledal in 

Alajuela, only 15 minutes from the airport, for a one night stay. It was a warm, balmy evening and 

most people were glad to find their rooms, get a shower and get some sleep. I had vivid dreams about 

Chiriquí endemics, brightly coloured tanagers and finding an ‘ant swarm’ being attended by many 

species of antbirds.   

Day 2 I woke just before dawn to the sweet song of Clay-coloured Robin (the national bird of Costa 

Rica – for its song not its plumage) and the raucous calls of Great Kiskadee and Great-tailed Grackle; 

these 3 species, plus Tropical Kingbird, were seen almost every day and became very familiar birds to 

us on the tour. Everyone was out in the first light keen to search the hotel gardens and environs before 

breakfast. We soon found our first Central American endemics for the trip, flyover Crimson-fronted 
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Parakeets, a Cinnamon Hummingbird and a Hoffmann’s Woodpecker, plus nesting Rufous-naped 

Wrens and Spot-breasted Orioles. We had excellent views of an inquisitive Ferruginous Pygmy-owl 

and a single Greyish Saltator was also seen. White-winged and Inca Doves, Ruddy Ground-doves, 

Barn, Northern Rough-winged and Blue-and-white Swallows, Tropical Kingbirds, House Wren and 

Yellow Warblers were also seen, all of which would become familiar birds to us during the tour. We 

met up with Steven and Magda for breakfast and once our spacious, air-conditioned mini-bus was 

loaded we set off for our avian adventure heading west towards the Pacific coast and the Guanacaste 

region. As we headed away from the Central Valley area we couldn’t help but notice we were driving 

on the wrong side of the road! This was because Semana Santa or Holy Easter week was just 

beginning which means a mass exodus of many locals from the Central Valley to the coast. Sensibly 

the road into the Valley was closed to one lane meaning there were two lanes available for the traffic 

exodus and our journey was hassle free. Black and Turkey Vultures soared on the rising thermals as 

the temperature began to rise. Our first stop was on the Guacimo Road; here, amongst the parched 

pastures with patches of dry, scrubby woodland, the birding was good and we saw many new birds. 

Steven had various target species in mind for this stop and he was pleased that we saw most of them. 

On leaving the bus Steven’s attention was quickly focused on flycatchers as Brown-crested, Social, 

Streaked and Yellow-olive Flycatchers were all seen and best of all was a couple of Nutting’s 

Flycatchers that showed really well giving Steven plenty of opportunity to point out the subtle 

plumage differences and call differences between them and the very similar Brown-crested 

Flycatcher. Small groups of Orange-chinned and Orange-fronted Parakeets flew around calling and a 

couple of Yellow-naped Parrots perched up to give good telescope views and a Yellow-headed 

Caracara flew over us. We walked down a track along the edge of a dry wooded copse seeing some 

rather smart Stripe-headed Sparrows, a fine pair of Black-headed Trogons and some tiny, colourful 

Scrub Euphonias (all Central American endemics); we also saw White-tipped Dove, Yellow-green 

Vireo, Yellow Warbler, Summer Tanager and several exquisite Red-legged Honeycreepers that 

rounded of our visit here as the sun shone down on us and the temperature started to rise. We drove a 

short distance further along the Guacimo Road before alighting in another area of open trees and 

scrub; Magda started playing a tape of the diurnal Ferruginous Pygmy-owl and an owl responded 

almost immediately and perched looking angrily down at us. The monotonous toots and hoots attract 

mobbing groups of angry small birds and we saw more Tropical Kingbirds and Streak-backed Orioles, 

migrant Baltimore Orioles and Scissor-tailed Flycatchers and Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers plus 

Groove-billed Ani, Hoffmann’s Woodpecker and a brief Lineated Woodpecker. Central American 

endemics in the shape of White-fronted Parrot, the stunning Turquoise-browed Motmot, White-lored 

Gnatcatcher, Grey-crowned Yellowthroat and a noisy loose flock of blue and white White-throated 

Magpie-jays were well seen; a far less showy Olive Sparrow eventually responded to playback. 

Leaving the area we saw a Neotropical Coachwhip snake slither across the road ahead of us before it 

was unfortunately run over by one of the few other vehicles on the dusty road. An acrobatic 

Variegated Squirrel clambered through the trees and Common Ground Doves were well seen; Adrian 

L. spotted an Eastern Meadowlark by the side of the road as we left the area. It was still only mid-

morning and our next stop was at Caldera on the shores of the Pacific Ocean where we checked 

through a large group of birds on a sandbank in an inlet of the Golfo de Nicoya. The birds were 

mostly Laughing Gulls with a few Royal Terns amongst them; the only waders we could find were 

three ‘Western’ Willet. Brown Pelicans, a Green Heron and Mangrove Swallows were also at the river 

mouth whilst above us those majestic aerial acrobats, Magnificent Frigatebirds, soared effortlessly on 

the wind looking like pre-historic Pterodactyls. We drove a short distance to some riverside 

mangroves to search for some special birds. Our target bird here was the Costa Rican endemic, 

Mangrove Hummingbird, which we found soon after we arrived and we saw two of these tiny 

hummers; they are restricted to mangroves where its favourite flower, Pacific Mangrove, is abundant. 

Other hummers seen here were a male and female Canivet’s Emerald, endemic to Central America, a 

migrant Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Scaly-breasted and Cinnamon Hummingbirds. The diminutive 
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Northern Beardless-tyrannulet responded to playback and showed extremely well; another White-

lored Gnatcatcher and more White-throated Magpie-jays were seen plus more migrants from North 

America in the form of Great-crested Flycatcher, Yellow-throated Vireo, Tennessee Warbler and 

American Redstart. We also saw two other Mangrove specialists; a couple of Panama Flycatchers and 

at least three female or immature ‘Mangrove’ Yellow Warblers; our attempts to tempt the elusive 

Rufous-necked Wood-rail into view with playback failed. By now it was very warm, ‘mucho caliente’ 

or ‘muy caliente’ as the locals would say, and it was nice to get back to the air conditioned mini-bus; 

we all made sure we drank plenty lots of water, it was needed in this heat. After a relaxed lunch with 

some refreshing cold fresh fruit drinks at the Caballero Blanco restaurant we headed on to Chomos 

seeing a couple of Grey Hawks soaring over the busy road with a few ubiquitous Black Vultures. 

Soon we turned off the main road onto a good dirt road and drove through agricultural and grazing 

land; I saw what reminded me of a roadrunner running across the road ahead and as I pointed and 

started to shout Magda shouted ‘ground-cuckoo!’ It was a Lesser Ground-cuckoo about 40 feet ahead 

of us, another Central American endemic; it hopped to the side of the road where it was joined by a 

second bird and they both gave excellent views on the edge of a maize field showing off the bright 

blue skin around the eye and the rich rufous underparts. To get such good views of what can be a 

rather difficult and secretive bird made this my bird of the day, just about pipping the very colourful 

motmot for me. Arriving at the Chomos wetland we were greeted by a good selection of waterbirds 

that included a single American Avocet, a casual winter visitor from the north with just a handful of 

records and four American Golden-plovers, a rare and local visitor. Also present was a single 

Anhinga, Cattle, Snowy and Great Egrets and Green, Little Blue and Tricoloured Herons as well as 

Wood Storks, White Ibises, a couple of Ospreys, four Caspian Terns and our only Gull-billed Tern of 

the trip. Waders were well represented too with Black-necked Stilt, Grey (Black-bellied), Semi-

palmated and Wilson’s Plovers, Hudsonian Whimbrel, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Willet, Short-

billed Dowitchers, a single Sanderling and Spotted, Least, Western and Semi-palmated Sandpipers. A 

migrant Belted Kingfisher and Prothonatory Warbler were good finds and a superb summer plumaged 

male Mangrove Yellow Warbler with a full chestnut head was a bird many of us wanted to see. In 

nearby trees and scrub we found a single Streak-headed Woodcreeper and a couple of Northern Scrub-

flycatchers. Retracing our route we had good views of a perched Yellow-headed Caracara and Grey 

Hawk before we arrived at a ‘salt farm’ at Punta Morales. The salinas held more Black-necked Stilts, 

Wilson’s Plovers, Hudsonian Whimbrels and Short-billed Dowitchers plus at least 11 Stilt Sandpipers 

as well as six delicate Wilson’s Phalaropes spinning and picking rapidly at the waters surface. A huge 

Ringed Kingfisher flew over and a migrant Rose-breasted Grosbeak and Baltimore Orioles were in the 

trees above us. A female Painted Bunting hopped into view as we were watching some Stripe-headed 

Sparrows whilst a Boat-billed Flycatcher scolded us loudly from some overhead wires and a small 

group Mantled Howler Monkeys moved languidly through the trees. We had another go at enticing a 

Rufous-necked Wood-rail into view but there was no response and no appearance. As we left the area 

a Peregrine sped through and a little later we saw a couple of White-tailed Kites in the air. Steven was 

unsure whether our night’s accommodation would have any beer so we stopped to pick up some 

‘Imperial’ beer on the way to Hacienda Solimar for a one night stay; on the approach road we saw a 

Double-striped Thick-knee, a Coyote and some White-nosed Coatis in the surrounding fields. After a 

tasty dinner Steven called the log and we followed this with a short walk to a large tree close to the 

house where a Pacific Screech-owl responded almost immediately to playback giving good views by 

torchlight; a Ferruginous Pygmy-owl also put in an appearance. So ended an excellent first day; my 

personal total for the day was 106 species seen plus 1 heard only. 

 

Day 3 First light saw the group assembled on the veranda drinking hot reviving coffee or tea with 

Steven pointing out the various birds of the dawn chorus; once again the sweet song of Clay-coloured 

Robin was prevalent. We found some Cane Toads and in the drained swimming pool we found a 

Tarantula that had presumably fallen in over night. Many pictures were taken of the spider, mostly by 
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using the zoom; Luiz managed to scoop it up with the aid of some leaves and release it back into the 

undergrowth. Far scarier looking was the rather large black Tarantula Hawk Wasp on the wing 

looking for its Tarantula prey to paralyse with its sting before laying her eggs in the spider for her 

offspring to feast on when they hatched out – truly a fearsome looking beast! We took a short pre-

breakfast drive into the dry landscape of this modern cattle ranch with small patches of forest dotted 

here and there throughout the grazing land; amongst a host of birds Northern Caracara, Yellow-naped 

Parrot, Green-breasted Mango, Rose-breasted Becard, Tropical Gnatcatcher and Melodious Blackbird 

were all new birds plus more Double-striped Thick-knees, Ferruginous Pygmy-owl, Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird, Turquoise-browed Motmot, Hoffmann’s Woodpecker and Spot-breasted and Streak-

backed Orioles along with many others. More White-nosed Coatis and an Eastern Cottontail were also 

seen plus many Green Iguanas of various sizes and prehistoric looking Spiny-tailed Lizards using 

fences posts as sunbathing spots. After breakfast we boarded our bus accompanied by a local guide, 

Demetrio, who had a large bunch of keys with him in order to unlock the many gates on the ranch so 

we could use the van as a mobile hide. Two Roadside Hawks were out looking for their first meal of 

the day before we stopped at a small patch of dry woodland. Plain-breasted Ground-dove was a new 

bird here and, with the aid of playback, a White-necked Puffbird, a couple of Rufous-capped Warblers 

and a Central American endemic Banded Wren were also new; the latter was only heard yesterday. 

We moved out in to the open damp ‘fields’ where a system of ditches and canals create a mini wetland 

area which attracts a large number of egrets, herons, storks, ibises, ducks and waders as well as a 

number of birds of prey creating a wonderful avian spectacle; new birds for the trip came quick and 

fast. Many Bare-throated Tiger-herons, Great Blue Herons, Roseate Spoonbills, Northern Jacanas, 

several Common Gallinules and Limpkins, a couple of Least Grebes, hundreds of Blue-winged Teal 

and thousands of Black-bellied Whistling-ducks and a group of six Southern Lapwings were all new. 

Demetrio had promised us Jabiru as they breed each year on the ranch and sure enough we were soon 

watching a number of these impressive storks foraging in the waterlogged fields, a huge beast with an 

enormous, heavy bill; their all white plumage glistened in the sunshine contrasting with the black head 

and bare neck and a bright red area at the base of the neck. Birds of prey were well represented too 

and, apart from the Ospreys and White-tailed Kites already seen, new birds were up to 7 adult and 

juvenile Snail Kites, a couple of Common Black Hawks, at least 3 Harris’ Hawks and 2 Laughing 

Falcons. At least 3 Peregrines were harassing the wildfowl and one was seen to land briefly in a tree 

with a still wriggling Blue-winged Teal before being chased off by another Peregrine. Amongst the 

smaller birds a single Grasshopper Sparrow plus some Blue-black Grassquits and White-collared 

Seedeaters were all new. Stopping at a small patch of remnant dry forest Demetrio and our intrepid 

leaders walked into the forest to look for some roosting owls leaving us to wait to be called. After a 

short wait we were called and walked in in pairs to view a pair of stunning Spectacled Owls roosting 

about seven feet up in the largely leafless trees and we all had wonderful views through our leaders 

scopes. It was a very happy group that walked back to the bus; just as we got there Demetrio spotted a 

superb male Long-tailed Manakin in the trees on the other side of the road. Resplendent with a red 

crest, bright blue back contrasting with its otherwise black plumage and long central tail feathers it 

stayed long enough for Steven to get his scope on it but unfortunately not long enough for all to see it. 

Also new here was a Lesser Greenlet that responded to playback. We continued to drive the dirt roads 

across the flooded fields and witnessed a trial of strength contest between two huge large humped 

bulls that was a real test of strength and endurance; their heads were locked together trying to push 

their opponent into submission. These pastures also hold large numbers of these large humped white 

cattle, a breed originally from India and suited to the lowland climate. We followed the road until it 

ended at the Rio Bebedero where we saw some small to medium sized American Crocodiles and a 

Ringed Kingfisher. Luiz turned the bus around expertly on the narrow dirt road and we retraced our 

steps heading for the Hacienda. Our final stop was at some denser forest with a shaded stream; 

Demetrio showed us a roosting Lesser Nighthawk and a couple of roosting Boat-billed Herons plus a 

single Black-crowned Night-heron. A Grey-necked Wood-rail was coaxed into showing itself using 
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playback and two Solitary Sandpipers and a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher were also new. Back at the 

Hacienda we had lunch, succulent local steak for the carnivores amongst us but fish and salads were 

available, before loading up the bus to continue our journey. Thanking the Hacienda staff we headed 

off on the next leg of our journey; we would be leaving the hot Pacific lowlands behind and travelling 

into the cooler Tilarán mountain range in the central highlands. Steven had told us the roads to 

Monteverde area were a bit slow in places so we enjoyed the air conditioning and the scenery whilst 

spotting birds from the bus on the Las Juntas route. A chance stop for some soaring raptors well into 

the highlands turned out to be a very good move as we saw a dark phase and a light phase Short-tailed 

Hawk, a single Broad-winged Hawk and a majestic Swallow-tailed Kite drifted overhead followed by 

a Coopers Hawk that flashed through low down. Other new birds here were flyover Band-tailed 

Pigeons, a pair of Masked Tityras, a Piratic Flycatcher, a Brown Jay, a couple of Yellow-faced 

Grassquits and a male Yellow-crowned Euphonia plus the Pacific slope subspecies of Plain Wren (a 

possible future split from its Caribbean counterpart); the latter two species are both Central American 

endemics. Finally a magnificent Keel-billed Toucan elicited a few giggles when it flew over and 

landed rather clumsily on a thin branch atop a large tree seemingly falling off its perch as the thin 

branch took the strain. Arriving at a rather noisy and busy Santa Elena I spotted an Emerald Toucanet 

from the bus so we got out to see what else we could see; this toucanet in Costa Rica is the blue-

throated form and is split by some authorities as Blue-throated Toucanet. We soon heard the 

distinctive loud metallic bell-like ‘BONK’ of the Central American endemic Three-wattled Bellbird 

drifting across the valley. Steven soon spotted one in the canopy of a distant tree and we all had 

distant telescope views of this enigmatic species. Its clean white head, neck and chest contrasting with 

the rest of the rufous plumage; the most remarkable feature however was the three dark wormlike 

wattles hanging down from the base of the bill that quivered as the bird emitted its amazing song. 

These birds return from their lowland wintering areas at this time of year to utter their deafening calls 

from an exposed perch in the forest canopy but their arrival time can vary so Steven was very pleased 

that they were ‘in’. At this impromptu stop we also added two more Central American endemics, 

White-crowned Parrots and a very handsome White-eared Ground-sparrow plus Vaux’s Swifts, 

Rufous-collared Sparrow and another Canivet’s Emerald amongst the commoner species. We passed 

through the busy little town of Santa Elena and continued up to the entrance to the famous 

Monteverde Cloud Forest Reserve; we did not go into the reserve but birded around the car park 

before visiting some well positioned hummingbird feeders. A blue-faced Black Guan was seen briefly 

in a tree as well as a Chestnut-capped Brush-finch but we could only hear a White-throated Thrush in 

song; the feeders however were buzzing with many of these amazing iridescent little gems. Singles of 

Green Hermit with a long decurved bill, Green Violet-ear flashing its violet ear and Green-crowned 

Brilliant were accompanied by three more Central American endemics, numerous colourful Violet 

Sabrewings, a Stripe-tailed Hummingbird and several exquisite Purple-throated Mountain-gems. It 

was hard to tear ourselves away from this hummer fest but the light was starting to fade as evening 

approached. Retracing our steps we drove downhill a short distance to our accommodation for the 

next two nights, the Trapp Family Lodge. Our rooms were comfortable and spacious overlooking the 

hotel gardens. The restaurant was a la carte with waiter service and after a tasty three course dinner 

washed down with some cold beer Steven tried to call in a Mottled Owl he had heard earlier but it was 

a no show; he called the log before tiredness sent most to bed – it had been a long but very rewarding 

day. Personally I had seen or heard 144 species today. 

 

Day 4 Stepping outside the front of the hotel this morning we were greeted by cool air and a Brown 

Jay carrying nesting material; we drove up to the Monteverde Cloud Forest Reserve car park where 

we quickly saw a Blue-crowned Motmot, a Golden-bellied Flycatcher (Chiriquí endemic), two Slate-

throated Redstarts and two more Central American endemics, a smart male Orange-bellied Trogon 

and a Yellowish Flycatcher; we also got to see a White-throated Thrush at last. Back down nearer to 

our hotel to another piece of forest edge we saw an Ochraceous Wren and a pair of Elegant 
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Euphonias, both Central American endemics; next we saw and heard a Black-faced Solitaire and had 

rather brief views of two Prong-billed Barbets high in the trees, both of which are Chiriquí endemics. 

A couple of smart Silver-throated Tanagers were also new here. After breakfast we spent the rest of 

the morning at the Curi Cancha Reserve, a private forest refuge with an excellent trail system that is 

close to Monteverde but gets none of the huge crowds that reserve gets; our time was spent walking 

some of the trails in the wet montane forest seeing a whole host of birds. Our first new birds were a 

Squirrel Cuckoo, Swainson’s Thrushes and Wilson’s Warblers, a couple of smart Black-throated 

Green Warblers and a Scarlet-thighed Dacnis plus some garrulous Chestnut-headed Oropendolas. As 

we crossed a clearing a single Giant Cowbird flew directly overhead making a bee-line for the nearby 

Oropendola colony on the edge of the clearing; cowbirds are brood parasites and the Giant Cowbird 

parasitizes Oropendolas in particular. We had prolonged views of another Grey-crowned Yellowthroat 

plus an Emerald Toucanet and a Keel-billed Toucan. A nearby fruiting Avocado Tree had attracted a 

large number of Mountain Thrushes and Steven picked out a nice bright male Yellow-throated 

Euphonia for all to see, both of which are endemic to Central America. Adrian L. saw a long-tailed 

bird briefly in flight which he thought may have been a Quetzal and soon afterwards Steven and 

Magda spotted a female Quetzal perched, but well hidden, in a huge tree. We walked up to the tree 

and over the next 15 minutes or so we gradually pieced together all the parts of a male and female 

Resplendent Quetzal through telescopes, not the most satisfactory of views as this was a bird everyone 

wanted to see but it was a start. Continueing along the trail we came to a rest area with a small 

hummingbird garden planted with flowering shrubs such as Jamaican Vervain, the purple spikes of 

flowers being much loved by the hummers. The big prize here was a pair of Coppery-headed 

Emeralds, a hummingbird endemic to Costa Rica. Also here were repeats of Green Violet-ear and 

Violet Sabrewing plus the Central American endemic, Magenta-throated Woodstar. The metallic, bell-

like ‘bonks’ of Three-wattled Bellbirds resonated across the valley whilst a Ruddy Pigeon perched 

above us and we had great looks at a tiny Paltry Tyrannulet, both of which were new for the growing 

trip list. We moved on to a forest trail with huge trees ‘cuddled’ by Strangler Figs and a damper 

atmosphere with a dense canopy and understory. We had fantastic views of a singing Three-wattled 

Bellbird through Stevens scope and could clearly see its huge black mouth and watch its wattles 

quiver as it sang. New birds in this habitat were an Olivaceous Woodcreeper, a pair of Plain 

Antvireos, a Slaty Antwren, Mountain Elaenia, Golden-crowned Warblers and migrant Golden-

winged and Black-and-white Warblers; a Rufous-browed Peppershrike sang above our heads but 

refused to show itself. Some at the front of the group saw a pair of Chiriquí endemic Black-breasted 

Wood-quail running alongside the path, those a bit further back only saw the male but unfortunately 

some at the back of the group did not see the birds. We returned to our hotel for lunch and had 

prolonged views of another Black Guan from the restaurant to the delight of those who had missed 

yesterday’s brief bird. After lunch we had some siesta time; some used the time to relax whilst others 

birded around the gardens and along the road. Meeting at the bus for our afternoon excursion it 

transpired that Daan and Adrian L. had seen a very good bird just up the road. Stopping at the spot a 

Chestnut-capped Brush-finch was new and after a brief search we found the bird we were looking for, 

a pair of truly stunning Golden-browed Chlorophonias (Chiriquí endemic) perched above us giving 

prolonged views – what a little gem! Returning to Curi Cancha we stopped just outside the reserve to 

look for Rufous-and-white Wren which duly obliged and responded well to playback showing 

reasonably well as it crept and hopped about close to the ground occasionally flicking its tail from side 

to side. We spent the rest of the afternoon walking the trails in the reserve seeing a Black-headed 

Nightingale-thrush (Central American endemic) hiding in the undergrowth, the uncommon Grey-

throated Leaftosser foraging on the forest floor doing what its name implies and a small flock of 

Common Chlorospingus (aka Common Bush Tanager) probing the mosses and epiphytes hanging 

from the tree branches plus a White-naped Brush-finch, a Western Wood-pewee and a couple of 

Dusky-capped Flycatchers. More repeats seen included Broad-winged Hawk, Keel-billed Toucan, 

Paltry Tyrannulet and Coppery-headed Emeralds. Leaving the reserve just before dusk we drove a 
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short distance before stopping at an ordinary looking piece of tree lined road. Steven played Bare-

shanked Screech-owl but there was no response; it was not fully dark yet but the Fireflies were 

coming out in force. Steven persisted with the playback and he and Magda carefully searched the trees 

by torchlight. Finally an owl responded and flew in to give everyone superb views of the uncommon 

little owl. After a refreshing shower and a tasty dinner washed down with a cold ‘Imperial’ beer we 

retired to the hotel reception area for Steven to call the log. It had been another good days birding, we 

had seen some great birds, many with restricted ranges, in some fantastic pristine forest habitat. 

 

Day 5 This morning a White-nosed Coati greeted us outside the hotel, completely unconcerned by our 

presence, and posed for photographs. Our pre-breakfast walk was at the Finca Ecological Reserve, a 

short drive from our hotel. This is a model ecological farm that mixes farming and tourism and has a 

system of forest trails. Plenty of birds were calling but many went unseen perhaps due to the light rain 

falling which certainly was not helping; we did see an Orange-billed Nightingale-thrush which was 

new as were migrant Wood Thrush and Ovenbird and excellent views of another Blue-crowned 

Motmot and a pair of Masked Tityras. Black-breasted Wood-quails were calling loudly and close and 

although the male responded to playback it refused to show itself to us. Returning to the hotel for 

breakfast we found an Emerald Toucanets nest and had great views of the pair at the nest hole. Post 

breakfast the bus was loaded and we headed to Santa Elena Cloud Forest Reserve where we spent the 

rest of the morning on the various trails in the reserve. The damp forest and occasional rain plus the 

narrow trails made viewing difficult at times but thanks to the combined skills of our two leaders and 

the group working as a team most of us were able to get decent looks at the species we found; as 

before Steven or Magda heard the bird and often called it in with playback. Amongst the many species 

seen were bright rufous Ruddy Treerunners, a huge Streak-breasted Treehunter, the recently split 

(from Immaculate) Zeledon’s Antbird, striking yellow faced Collared Redstarts, rufous bellied 

Spangle-cheeked Tanagers and a Sooty-capped Bush-tanager (all Chiriquí endemics), Ruddy-capped 

Nightingale-thrush (a Central American endemic) the amazing curve-billed Brown-billed Scythebill, a 

chunky Buffy Tuftedcheek, a Lineated Foliage-gleaner, Tufted Flycatcher, Grey-breasted Wood-wren, 

Slaty-backed and Orange-billed Nightingale-thrushes and Three-striped Warbler. Bellbird and quetzal 

called unseen and we also heard two more Chiriquí endemics, Buff-fronted Quail-dove and Silvery-

fronted Tapaculo but both refused to co-operate and show themselves. Other good birds included 

Swallow-tailed Kites drifting over the forest canopy, a Green-crowned Brilliant and a smart male 

Long-tailed Manakin, the latter for all to see this time. Lunch was taken at a restaurant in Santa Elena 

before leaving on the next leg of our journey; we made our way, via Tilarán and the north side of Lake 

Arenal, (a huge lake that tripled in size with the construction of the Arenal Dam) to our destination, 

the Arenal Volcano National Park. We stopped for a leg stretch and some birding at the dam; a 

Crested Guan perched in a tree, Grey-breasted Martins and a Black-striped Sparrow were new as were 

two more Chiriquí endemics, Montezuma Oropendolas and crimson and black Passerini’s Tanagers. 

Red-billed and Ruddy Pigeons, Keel-billed Toucan, Yellow-throated Euphonia and Yellow-faced 

Grassquits were also seen amongst others until heavy rain curtailed our activities. Soon we were 

booked into our hotel for a two night stay, the wonderful Arenal Observatory Lodge and Spa that, as 

its name suggests overlooks the Arenal Volcano. At 5,358 feet it is still an active volcano and its 

conical shape looms over the Lodge; until recently it was one of the ten most active volcanoes in the 

world. It was almost dark by the time we arrived which, combined with the low cloud meant we 

would have to wait until the morning to view the full cone of the volcano. We had a buffet style 

dinner in the large, busy restaurant before Steven called the log. Afterwards Luiz drove us the short 

distance downhill close to the guides’ accommodation where, perched on some overhead wires, we 

had superb views of a spectacular Black-and-white Owl by torchlight showing its sooty-black face 

contrasting with the intricately barred black and white underparts; it quickly became bird of the day 

for many of the group. 
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Day 6 We had a lot of overnight rain and a power cut and dawn loomed damp and misty but we were 

all assembled on the restaurant balcony overlooking the hotel gardens and feeders; unfortunately there 

was still no view of the full cone of the volcano due to low cloud obscuring the summit. Great 

Curassows fed in the open below the feeders and Montezuma Oropendolas monopolised the fruit 

feeders; looking somewhat out of place in the highlands was a single White-throated Magpie-jay that 

should have been in the warmer lowlands. Using the shelter of the balcony to bird from we built up 

quite a list of birds around the bird feeders and tables and the flowering shrubs; as the rain started to 

ease we moved out in to the more extensive gardens before going to breakfast, after which we 

returned to the extensive gardens of Casona and continued birding until lunch time. Plenty of new 

birds were seen including six more Central American endemics, a stunning male Black-crested 

Coquette, Blue-throated Goldentail, Streak-crowned Antvireo, the ultra skulking Nightingale Wren, 

Stripe-breasted Wren and the gaudy Crimson-collared Tanager. Other new birds were Red-lored 

Parrots, Stripe-throated Hermit, Brown Violet-ear, Violet-headed Hummingbird, Violet-crowned 

Woodnymph, Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, Bronze-tailed Plumeleteer, Yellow-throated Toucan, 

Black-cheeked Woodpeckers, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (a very uncommon migrant) aptly named 

Russet Antshrikes, the excellent Spotted Antbird, Cinnamon Becard, Black Phoebe, Long-tailed 

Tyrant, Sulphur-bellied, Grey-capped, Olive-sided and Sulphur-rumped Flycatchers, Rufous Mourner, 

Common Tody-flycatcher, Scale-crested Pygmy-tyrant, Yellow-bellied Elaenia, Olive-striped 

Flycatcher, Southern Rough-winged Swallow, a nest building Song Wren, Long-billed Gnatwren, 

Tawny-crowned Greenlet, Bananaquit, Northern Waterthrush, Kentucky Warbler, Tropical Parula, 

Chestnut-sided and Buff-rumped Warblers, a male Black-cowled Oriole, a skulking Yellow-bellied 

Cacique, a male Tawny-capped Euphonia, beautiful Emerald and Golden-hooded Tanagers, a large 

group of Carmiol’s Tanagers and a pair of Buff-throated Saltators plus many others species we had 

already seen made for a bird filled morning. After lunch we headed out in the bus, as we passed the 

spot where we saw the owl last night I looked up to see a Rufous-tailed Jacamar on the overhead wires 

where it posed for photos. We birded along the Old Dam Road whilst Luiz followed in the bus so we 

had shelter if it started to rain. Pale-vented Pigeon, White-collared Swift, Gartered Trogon, Broad-

billed Motmot, Pale-billed Woodpecker, Slaty Spinetail, Barred Antshrike, Black-headed Tody-

flycatcher, Black-headed Saltator and two more Central American endemics, the scarce Keel-billed 

Motmot and a male Black-throated Wren were all new birds plus Bare-crowned Antbird and Fulvous-

bellied Antpitta that were only heard. The rarest bird of the afternoon (in a Costa Rican sense) was a 

Red-throated Caracara that flew over us; originally seen by Magda she shouted out and Steven and a 

few of the group saw the bird fly over. Steven and Magda were ecstatic as this was a Costa Rican tick 

for them both; unfortunately the bird was not seen again. Repeats included the elegant Swallow-tailed 

Kite, Crested Guan, Great Curassow, Red-lored Parrots and Orange-bellied Trogon which helped to 

make the day’s total up to 131 species making it a very good day. After dinner and liquid refreshment, 

Steven called the log and outlined the plans for tomorrow. 

 

Day 7 We assembled on the balcony again overlooking the feeders but alas not overlooking the 

summit of the volcano as it was still shrouded in mist and low cloud. Our pre-breakfast walk took us 

down to Casona again where we watched the gardens getting much better views of Black-crested 

Coquette and Black-throated Wren. New birds were Golden-olive Woodpecker, Buff-throated 

Foliage-gleaner, Dusky Antbird, Slaty-capped and Ochre-bellied Flycatchers and Orange-billed 

Sparrow but we only heard Tawny-faced Gnatwren. We also saw two more Central American 

endemics, six Orange-fronted Parakeets and a single Rufous-winged Woodpecker. The top half of the 

volcano remained out of sight as we ate breakfast. We drove down to the river by the lodge entrance 

and along this road we found an immature perched Black Hawk-eagle close to the road and a perched 

Grey-headed Chachalaca. Continueing along the old dam road we came to where the caracara had 

flown over yesterday; Steven had put the news out last night and a twitch had started, two Costa Rican 

birders had been here since early morning looking for the bird but had not seen it. We saw a family of 
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Central American Spider Monkeys here with the baby of the group being particularly popular but 

Steven told us these animals can be dangerous, either intentional or accidentally, as they break off 

dead wood as they move through the trees so standing directly under them could be fatal! New birds 

were a pair of White-fronted Nunbirds which showed at point blank range plus the Central American 

endemic White-collared Manakin; once again Fulvous-bellied Antpitta was heard only. On the way 

back to the lodge we saw a couple of Pied-billed Grebes in a shallow reedy bay of Lake Arenal. Back 

at the lodge the bus was loaded and we set off, as we departed the full cone was still not visible so 

unfortunately we left without seeing the volcano cone in all its glory. We had lunch at a busy roadside 

restaurant in La Fortuna; as we left the restaurant a local man pointed out a Brown-throated three-toed 

Sloth in the trees on the other side of the road, the ‘smiley’ baby face could clearly be seen through a 

telescope. Soon we were heading north towards the Nicaraguan border and an extra boat trip to that on 

the itinerary (at no extra cost); Steven had suggested we do this as the water level is rather low for our 

pre-planned boat trip (this is the driest year in the 16 years Steven has lived in Costa Rica). Close to 

our destination we stopped for a raptor in a tree which turned into a good stop as we found a Collared 

Aracari nest hole getting great views of these miniature toucans and the raptor was a Semiplumbeous 

Hawk. Further along the road to Medio Queso we saw a couple of Lesser Yellow-headed Vultures 

before arriving at the boat shed with Cliff Swallows migrating north overhead and Variable Seedeaters 

(of the Caribbean slope race) in the surrounding vegetation. Back in the lowlands it was ‘muy 

caliente’ again but as we boarded our boat for the cruise on the narrow, reed-fringed Medio Queso 

River a nice cooling breeze blew up which made up for the lack of cover on the boat. We spent less 

than an hour on the river but saw a lot of special birds, many of which we saw close up. New birds 

came thick and fast: close-up views of three Pinnated Bitterns in the reeds and in flight, a single close-

up Least Bittern that just did not want to fly, a Sungrebe that exploded from the reeds and swam ahead 

of the boat before it eventually flew further along the river plus Neotropic Cormorant, Purple 

Gallinule, a Striped Cuckoo, two Lesser Swallow-tailed Swifts over our heads, Amazon and Green 

Kingfishers, Olive-crowned Yellowthroat, four Nicaraguan Grackles (restricted to SW Nicaragua and 

N Costa Rica), Red-winged Blackbirds, Nicaraguan Seedfinch, Thick-billed Seedfinch and a migrant 

Willow Flycatcher but White-throated Crake was heard only. We also saw hundreds of Swainson’s 

Hawks migrating north with hundreds of Turkey Vultures. Back on dry land we scanned the marshy 

grazing seeing a scarce Northern Harrier quartering the area with a Plumbeous Kite and more White-

tailed Kites. It was soon dark but on route to our hotel for the night in Cano Negro we stopped at a 

playing field and Steven spotlighted a huge Great Potoo perched atop a post; it flew once, showing its 

long wings and tail, before returning to its perch; eventually it flew off into the darkness. We arrived 

at our hotel, the Natural Lodge, as dinner was being served; after eating and calling the log we were 

back in the bus for a short drive into Cano Negro where we heard a calling Common Potoo and 

eventually located a bird on its nest. The nest is apparently a simple depression of some kind on a tree 

branch or stump and this bird really did look like an extension of the stump it was perched on. 

 

Day 8 Pre-breakfast was spent around Cano Negro and, although Steven was not feeling 100%, we 

quickly ran up a list of over 50 species. New birds were an all too brief Scaled Dove, a pair of Slaty-

tailed Trogons, a pair of Pied Puffbirds, an acrobatic Olivaceous Piculet, a pair of Black-crowned 

Tityras, and singles of Tropical Pewee, Slate-headed Tody-flycatcher, Yellow Tyrannulet and 

Greenish Elaenia. A Red-breasted Meadowlark was spotted from the bus giving great views when we 

disembarked the bus and the high pitched whistles of a Little Tinamou could be heard distantly. Three 

more Central American endemics were seen too, Grey-headed Dove, six Olive-throated Parakeets (an 

uncommon species) and a beautifully marked Spot-breasted Wren. After breakfast we finished 

packing, loaded up the bus and left for another boat trip, this time on the Rio Frio. This river was quite 

different to the one we were on yesterday, being much wider with muddy edges and some well 

vegetated banks. We cruised down river as far as we could go in the shallow water to where a large 

mud bank blocked us from further travel; we moored on the river bank and walked along the edge to 
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check out the mud. The birds were a mix of the same herons, egrets and waders seen at other wetlands 

but also with some new birds; three Glossy Ibis and a couple of Collared Plovers were feeding on the 

mud and a flock of 45 Lesser Scaup swam in a narrow channel whilst a Black-collared Hawk flew 

through quickly. Returning to the boat we motored back scanning the overhanging trees and 

eventually found an exquisite American Pygmy Kingfisher hunting from a perch low over the river. 

We also saw a Ringed, 7 Amazon and 5 Green Kingfishers and a group of 7 Jabirus flew over our 

heads. Another migrant Prothonatory Warbler was seen as well as several Northern Waterthrushes. 

Leaving Cano Negro we saw another Plumbeous Kite, a flock of Red-winged Blackbirds, a 

Nicaraguan Seed-finch and more Thick-billed Seed-finches. We stopped for lunch on the road 

although most people were not very hungry but Allen and Iggy found another Great Potoo on its nest 

in the woods behind the restaurant and the daylight scope views were much appreciated by the group. 

Our long journey took us south to San Miguel and then east to the La Quinta Sarapiqui Country Lodge 

for a two night stay; this ecolodge has walking trails, a butterfly garden, a frog habitat and, of course, 

bird feeders. Arriving at the lodge in the late afternoon we had time to check out the feeders and some 

of the trails after we had checked in. The feeders were busy with the usual tanagers, honeycreepers 

and the like. Dinner was buffet style in the restaurant but we met in a side room first to call the log.  

  

Day 9 The Lodge feeders were our focus first thing this morning before an early breakfast; a female 

Central American endemic Red-throated Ant-tanager was seen on the feeders amongst the familiar 

Green Honeycreepers, Passerini’s, Palm and Blue-grey Tanagers. Today we visited La Selva 

Biological Station, a protected area of classic lowland tropical rain forest on the Caribbean slope 

owned and operated by the Organization for Tropical Studies, a consortium of universities and 

research institutions, which aims to protect intact forest and provide laboratory facilities for tropical 

research and studies. Light drizzly rain greeted us as we pulled into the reserve and we used the 

shelter of some buildings to check out the tall trees and flowering shrubs at the car park and entrance 

area. Grey-rumped Swifts dashed overhead whilst Long-tailed and Stripe-throated Hermits, White-

necked Jacobin, Rufous-tailed Hummingbirds and Bronze-tailed Plumeleteers sipped nectar from the 

flowering plants. A Green Ibis flew over calling, a fine male Chestnut-coloured Woodpecker 

(endemic to Central America) flew into the trees close by and three large Pale-billed Woodpeckers 

showed well in the same trees. The drizzle soon cleared and the temperature and humidity began to 

rise; we also added Plain-coloured Tanager, Shining Honeycreeper and Blue Dacnis plus the Central 

American endemic Olive-backed Euphonia, the Chiriquí endemic Black-faced Grosbeak and a noisy 

Scarlet-rumped Cacique. It was hard to tear ourselves away from the car park but we entered the 

reserve proper to complete a wonderful mornings birding. We crossed the Puerto Viejo River by a 

footbridge and soon found Collared Peccaries feeding under a fruiting tree accompanied by a female 

Great Curassow whilst several Crested Guans fed in the trees above them, all oblivious to our 

presence. Crossing back over the river we were joined by a local guide who showed us around some 

of the forest trails. A White-whiskered Puffbird perched silently on the edge of a clearing as the guide 

took us to see a pair of grey phase Vermiculated Screech-owls roosting low down close to the forest 

trail. He then took us to see a ‘yellow morph’ Eyelash Pit Viper, a small venomous snake that was 

curled up low down and close to the trail; despite its bright yellow colour it blended in surprisingly 

well but we could clearly see the set of modified scales over the eyes that look much like eyelashes 

and give the snake its common English name. We also found Green and Black and Strawberry (Blue 

Jeans) Poison Dart Frogs on the damp forest floor, both of which were much smaller than I expected. 

We had close looks at a Great Tinamou that seemed to ignore our presence and a Royal Flycatcher at 

its nest suspended over the forest trail. Other highlights were male Blue-chested Hummingbirds and 

Black-throated Trogons, Cocoa Woodcreeper, Plain Xenops, a pair of Western Slaty-antshrikes, two 

White-ringed Flycatchers and, having heard them often, I finally saw a Bright-rumped Attila; Plain 

Brown Woodcreeper and Dusky-faced Tanager were only heard. A Hoffmann’s Two-toed Sloth was 

pointed out by our local guide ‘snoozing’ high in a forest tree. We returned to our lodge for lunch and 
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some free time during the hottest part of the day; some chose a siesta whilst others watched the 

feeders or birded the lodge grounds. We returned to the La Selva area for the rest of the afternoon; 

walking the forest trails again we encountered some of the same species plus more Short-billed 

Pigeons, a brief Great Green Macaw high in a tree and both Broad-billed and Rufous Motmots, the 

former of which appeared to be excavating a nest burrow in a low bank close to the path. Steven also 

pointed out some tiny Costa Rican Night Lizards spending the day hidden in small dark ‘burrows’ in 

the sandy bank and some Long-nosed Bats roosting inside a tree trunk. Leaving the research station 

we drove a short distance to some pasture on the edge of La Selva which is the site of a parrot roost. A 

Bat Falcon flashed across in front of us and Bank Swallow (Sand Martin) and Shiny Cowbird was also 

new for the trip. Crimson-fronted and Olive-throated Parakeets and Brown-hooded Parrots flew 

around calling before our target appeared when two Great Green Macaws flew in calling giving good 

flight views as they flew in front of some tall trees; a single Scarlet Macaw also obliged with a fly 

past. Back at the lodge Iggy and Allen decided on a walk through the lodge gardens before darkness 

fell and saw a Northern Barred-woodcreeper and a Blue-Black Grosbeak, both new for the trip, during 

their walk. After dinner Andrew, a keen herpetologist, took some of us for a torch lit walk to the frog 

habitat in the gardens where he pointed out couple of Red-eyed Leaf Frogs, an iconic species 

synonymous with Costa Rica as it is often seen on posters depicting Costa Rica’s rich wildlife.  

 

Day 10 A pre-breakfast visit to La Selva concentrating on the entrance road into the research station 

and the car parking area where we saw so much yesterday morning. Steven saw a Grey-chested Dove 

on the grass verge so we jumped out of the bus for better views. Steven then heard a male Great 

Antshrike which responded well to playback and showed to all; this was quickly followed by an 

obliging pair of Fasciated Antshrikes that gave good views. We concentrated on the tall trees and 

flowering shrubs around the entrance proper adding Band-backed Wren to the growing list before 

Daan shouted ‘cotinga’ which made everyone turn to look. There it was, high up in the branches of a 

leafless tree, a beautiful male Snowy Cotinga, another Central American endemic and another bird 

that most of us really wanted to see. As the name suggests it is a snowy white  pigeon-like bird, rather 

chunky with a short tail, an all-dark bill and a high forehead that reinforces the pigeon-like 

appearance. Other birds included three Green Ibises, Red-lored Parrots, Chestnut-coloured and 

Rufous-winged Woodpeckers, Masked Tityra, Tropical Parula, Black-cowled Oriole, Plain-coloured 

and Golden-headed Tanagers and Black-faced and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. After breakfast the bus 

was loaded and we headed off to the boulder-strewn Rio San Jose where a search from the road bridge 

and a short walk along the riverbank produced three Fasciated Tiger-herons, four Yellow-crowned 

Night-herons and a Bay Wren that were all new for the list plus Amazon Kingfisher, Collared Aracari, 

Black Phoebe and three Scarlet-rumped Caciques. Another Brown-throated three-toed Sloth was 

spotted in a Cecropia Tree as we left, looking very vulnerable in the rather bare tree. Our next stop 

was at the Old Butterfly Garden, also known as El Tapir. Looking a bit run down and in need of some 

attention it still has a series of hummingbird feeders, bird tables and a well planted garden that attracts 

a large number of birds. A beautiful adult male Snowcap, and a female, was the big prize here but we 

also added a male Green Thorntail, a Speckled Tanager, two Black-and-yellow Tanagers (another 

Chiriquí endemic) and a male Slate-coloured Grosbeak. Others included White-necked Jacobins, a 

male Green-breasted Mango, Violet-headed and Rufous-tailed Hummingbirds, Violet-crowned 

Woodnymph, Bronze-tailed Plumeleteer and a pair of Cinnamon Becards. We took a short walk along 

one of the forest trails leading from the garden where we found another yellow Eyelash Pit Viper low 

down and only 6 feet from the trail; some of us had walked straight past it! We moved on to Cepe’s 

Place near Guapiles; this is the garden of a local artist and wildlife photographer called Cepe, that has 

a small pool, hummer feeders and bird tables and a small hide. Cepe knew of a roost site sometimes 

used by Crested Owls close by so we took him to the area and waited whilst he went off in search of 

the roost. We did see a Keel-billed Toucan excavating a nest hole in an old tree stump and a Band-

backed Wren but unfortunately no owls were present so we went to the hide in Cepe’s garden; a male 
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Green-breasted Mango, Violet-headed and Rufous-tailed Hummingbirds, Violet-crowned 

Woodnymph and Bronze-tailed Plumeleteer were all present plus Grey-necked Wood-rail, White-

crowned Parrot, Olive-backed Euphonias and a Thick-billed Seed-finch. The next site we visited was 

a pull-in off a busy road close to the top of a mountain pass. Here we saw thousands of Swainson’s 

Hawks migrating northwards high over the pass with lesser numbers of Turkey Vultures. Steven 

pointed out that small groups of passerines were flying through from treetop to treetop also moving 

north; Baltimore Orioles, Yellow-throated and Philadelphia Vireos and North American wood 

warblers were moving through. We also saw, White-vented Euphonia, Bay-headed Tanager, White-

lined Tanager and White-shouldered Tanager of the Caribbean race. It was time to head for our hotel 

and our last stop for the day was at a coffee crop near Ujarrás to search for the elusive Prevost’s 

Ground-sparrow; this is a stunning little bird if you are fortunate enough to get a decent view. Sadly 

not everyone got on to this bird or had to make do with fleeting glimpses in the hour or so we spent 

searching. We also saw a Spotted Woodcreeper, a Plain Wren (of the Caribbean slope race known as 

Canebrake Wren and a possible future split) and a Yellow-green Vireo. Our accommodation for the 

night was the comfortable Tapanti Media Lodge built on the side of a hill overlooking the town of 

Orosi. After dinner and the log, we did a short owl prowl outside the lodge in search of Tropical 

Screech-owl but we drew a blank. I drifted off to sleep listening to the melodic whistled calls of a 

Common Pauraque in the Lodge garden. 

 

Day 11 We decided to try again for Prevost’s Ground-sparrow for those who had not seen it yesterday 

afternoon but our pre-breakfast walk to some overgrown coffee crop close to the hotel failed to locate 

any ground-sparrows; we did find White-collared Swifts, a Green-breasted Mango, a couple of 

Golden-olive Woodpeckers and a showy Orange-billed Nightingale-thrush plus Bronzed Cowbird 

which was new for the trip list. After a tasty breakfast it was time to load up the bus again and we 

were soon back on the road heading for Tapanti National Park. Located on the edge of the Talamanca 

Range, near Cartago, this park covers two life zones – lower montane rainforest and pre-montane 

rainforest. Arriving at Tapanti we drove up a mountain track before getting out for some birding from 

the track. We heard a loud, clear whistle which Steven identified as a Barred Hawk but, despite much 

searching of the forest canopy and the skies above us, we could not locate the bird. However we did 

have good views of a couple of Ornate Hawk-eagles that drifted over our heads before locking talons 

and spiralling downward to the forest canopy. Steven then took us to the nest of a Sharpbill that he 

had found in a Cecropia tree the previous week at the side of the track; much to his annoyance a local 

guide was there showing it to some other birders claiming to have found the nest himself. The nest 

was in a crook in a Cecropia tree, half hidden by an overhanging leaf and we could see a bird sitting 

on the nest and through Stevens’s telescope the bird’s conical, pointed bill, orange-red iris, black 

crown and black and white scaled face and throat could clearly be seen. This species had been an 

enigma for taxonomists for some years and had long been placed in its own monotypic family; recent 

evidence however indicates that the Sharpbill is a member of the Cotinga family and it is now placed 

in that family. More new birds included three more Chiriquí endemics, Black-bellied Hummingbird, 

White-bellied Mountain-gem and a Dark Pewee plus Wedge-billed Woodcreeper, Red-faced Spinetail, 

Spotted Barbtail, Streaked Xenops, Barred Becard, Blackburnian Warbler, White-winged Tanager and 

the Central American endemic Black-thighed Grosbeak. Other highlights included graceful Swallow-

tailed Kites drifting over the forest canopy, much better views of Prong-billed Barbets for everyone 

plus Slaty Spinetail, Scale-crested Pygmy-tyrant, Golden-winged and Chestnut-sided Warblers, Slate-

throated Redstart, Golden-browed Chlorophonia, Silver-throated, Bay-headed and Spangle-cheeked 

Tanagers and Scarlet-thighed Dacnis. Driving back down into the valley we saw a distant Killdeer in 

suitable breeding habitat before we reached the river; a short walk along the riverbank added a couple 

of American Dippers but Rufous-breasted Antthrush and Pale-vented Robin were only heard. The 

robin was particularly frustrating as it sang almost continuously from a small patch of tall trees but 

despite much searching we could not find it. Leaving Tapanti we headed for lunch which we ate 
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overlooking some bird feeders with Crimson-fronted Parakeets, Common Tody-flycatcher, 

Bananaquit and Yellow Warblers keeping us entertained. In Cartago we visited a church compound 

where we saw a couple of Barn Owls at their daytime roost in a large tree; on the way a small falcon, 

probably a Merlin, flashed past us. Arriving in the Savegre Valley we stopped at the top of the valley 

before the sun went behind the mountains; two more Chiriquí endemics were new here, Sooty Robin 

and Flame-throated Warbler and also new were Acorn Woodpecker and Flame-coloured Tanager with 

repeats of Wilson’s Warbler and Sooty-capped Bush-tanager. We drove on to our accommodation for 

the next two nights, the charming Savegre Mountain Lodge at San Gerado de Dota set in a beautiful 

valley surrounded by forest covered mountains. After a long day a shower, food and sleep beckoned 

us. 

 

Day 12 Everyone was up eager for a pre-breakfast walk; we met for coffee on the veranda behind the 

restaurant and took the chance to take in our surroundings. We had great views of the stunning 

mountains and beautiful cloud forest surrounding our lodge in the Cordillera de Talamanca with the 

Savegre River flowing through the valley. We walked a trail on the side of the valley and alongside 

the river; the star bird of the walk was the Central American endemic Spotted Wood-quail. A male 

was calling from the undergrowth on the side of the valley and thanks to Stevens’ persistence with 

playback we had great views of the bird as it eventually crossed the trail ahead of us. Other new birds 

were Sulphur-winged Parakeets (another Central American endemic), a couple of exquisite White-

throated Mountain-gems (a Costa Rican endemic) plus Magnificent, Scintillant and Volcano 

Hummingbirds, Long-tailed Silky-flycatcher, Yellow-winged Vireo, Slaty Flowerpiercer and Large-

footed Finch (all Chiriquí endemics). Add to this Collared Trogon, Mountain Elaenia and a pair of 

Torrent Tyrannulets plus repeat views of Ruddy-capped Nightingale-thrush and Flame-throated 

Warbler amongst others. Over breakfast I managed to get a smile from Steven when I asked him if it 

had been raining heavily when we saw the Tyrannulets would they have been Torrential Tyrannulets! 

Steven booked a couple of hotel jeeps to take us higher up the valley and on the way up we came 

across a Resplendent Quetzal ‘lek’ consisting of 4 males and a female in a huge leafless tree at a bend 

in the track; no need to piece together these views as at Curi Cancha on day 4. We had fantastic views 

as they flew around sometimes climbing steeply in display flight to attract the females’ attention. One 

of the males had a much longer tail than the other males; he was the oldest male and most likely will 

be the successful suitor. Sated with these views we hopped back in to the jeeps and headed further up 

the track, eventually leaving the jeeps so we could walk back down birding in the beautiful Oak forest 

as we went. More new birds were Black-capped Flycatchers and smart Black-cheeked Warblers (both 

Chiriquí endemics), Ochraceous Wren (a Central American endemic), Spot-crowned Woodcreeper, 

the local race of Hairy Woodpecker, excellent views of a pair of stunning Red-headed Barbets and 

Brown-capped Vireo. We also heard the Chiriquí endemic, Silvery-throated Tapaculo, but sadly it was 

distant and would not come in to playback. Another Chiriquí endemic, the Wrenthrush, showed 

reasonably well for most of the group in the dark recesses of the undergrowth when it responded to 

playback but I always seemed to be looking where it had just been rather than where it was and never 

saw it. It was one of the birds I really hoped to see because of its confused taxonomic history, I was 

gutted – such is birding. Nearing our lodge the final new bird of the morning was Yellow-bellied 

Siskin. Lunch over we headed off in the bus on the road to Cerro de la Muerte where a brief roadside 

stop gave us decent views of Timberline Wren, yet another Chiriquí endemic, and a Red-tailed Hawk 

of the local, non-migratory race flew over us showing its clean unmarked white underparts becoming 

buffy-orange on the vent and undertail. Our next stop was at around 10,000 feet in the páramo zone 

above the timberline where gnarled stunted shrubs grow, taller in some sheltered areas out of the 

biting wind. We drove on Towers Road to the radio masts and soon saw our quarry and another 

Chiriquí endemic, the very angry looking Volcano Junco, much larger and chunkier than any Junco I 

had seen before; Sooty Thrush was also new here. Driving back to the main road we stopped for two 

more Chiriquí endemics, the exquisite and aptly named Fiery-throated Hummingbird and a pair of 
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rather chunky Black-and-yellow Silky-flycatchers. The balconies at Paraiso de Quetzales are laden 

with hummingbird feeders; I walked out on to the balcony and walked through a chattering cloud of 

hummers, a truly surreal experience and it was a real highlight and delight for me. The birds showed 

no fear and happily perched on my fingers and were even attracted to the red spot on my baseball cap. 

The commonest by far was Fiery-throated Hummingbird, a dark blue and green little gem whose 

plumage comes alive with colour as it moves and the light changes; the throat especially glows a 

glittering rosy-orange with a yellow-green outline. Other hummers here were Green Violet-ear plus 

Magnificent and Volcano Hummingbirds; I also had my best views of Mountain Robin and Black-

billed Nightingale-thrush. The final stop of the day was near the head of the valley above our lodge. 

The quarry here was another Chiriquí endemic, Dusky Nightjar which started calling as dusk neared in 

response to playback; a shape was seen by some which may or may not have been the bird. We 

repeated the process at various other points in the valley but with the same result; we had to content 

ourselves with the birds call rather than seeing the bird. 

 

Day 13 It was back on the veranda for early morning coffee which went down well in the early 

morning chill as we are at 7200 feet; the feeders were already busy with hummers, mostly 

Magnificent, before driving back up the valley road for a couple of roadside stops. I’m glad to say that 

at one of the stops Steven heard a Wrenthrush calling; happily it responded to playback and, although 

it was grovelling around in the dark undergrowth, I had excellent views of this bird. New birds for the 

group were a brief Sharp-shinned Hawk and a pair of the Chiriquí endemic, White-tailed Emeralds. A 

quetzal called from across the valley and, amongst others, Tufted Flycatchers and Flame-throated 

Warblers performed well for us. As we arrived back for breakfast the skies overhead were already 

busy with kettles of hawks, mostly Swainson’s, moving north on their way to summer in North 

America. With the bus loaded we headed off towards Los Quetzales National Park to bird along the 

Providencia Road; Steven had a particular Chiriquí endemic in mind but it was unpredictable and 

often hard to find; he eventually heard one calling from high up in the trees above us. With skill and 

persistence Magda and he lured the bird down to us; it was an Ochraceous Pewee and everyone had 

good views. A supporting cast of Volcano and Fiery-throated Hummingbirds, Black-capped 

Flycatcher, Timberline Wren, Mountain Robin, Yellow-winged Vireo, Black-throated Green Warbler 

and Collared Redstart plus a calling Wrenthrush made for a good morning. Bosque Del Tolomuco was 

the next stop on our journey south; it is a small hotel set in peaceful mountain surroundings with 

extensive gardens planted with many flowering plants, bird tables and hummer feeders. New for the 

trip was a Long-billed Starthroat on the feeders along with Rufous-tailed, Stripe-tailed and Scintillant 

Hummingbirds plus Green Violet-ear, Green-crowned Brilliant, White-tailed Emerald, Purple-

crowned Fairy and White-throated Mountain-gem. The Chiriquí endemic, Cherrie’s Tanager, was also 

new here; seen squabbling on the bird tables this is the Pacific slope equivalent of Passerini’s Tanager 

which inhabits the Caribbean slope. These two species were once lumped as Scarlet-rumped Tanager 

but are now split. Other highlights included a Red-headed Barbet, Olivaceous Piculet, Paltry 

Tyrannulet, Elegant Euphonia and White-naped Brush-finch. Light drizzle started falling but this 

eventually turned heavier and we decided to move on. We had lunch in a restaurant on the outskirts of 

San Isidro which had a superb outlook over the mountains. A Swallow-tailed Kite drifted elegantly 

past our lunch table on angled wings and we also saw the Pacific slope race of Variable Seedeater. We 

checked in to the Talari Mountain Lodge north of San Isidro on the Chirripó River for a one night 

stay. After freshening up we birded the extensive gardens of the lodge walking down to the river and 

back up to the restaurant which had a great view over the woodland canopy. This proved to be a good 

move as Magda spotted a beautiful male Turquoise Cotinga perched in the bare branches of a distant 

tree, another Chiriquí endemic and high on most peoples want list. Through a telescope the 

extraordinary bright blue of this bird was even more startling and contrasted with the purple throat and 

belly. Other new birds were Merlin, Red-crowned Woodpecker, White-winged Becard, Scarlet 

Tanager and Streaked Saltator plus a good supporting cast that included a pair of Barred Antshrikes, 
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Blue-crowned Motmot and Black Phoebe and the Pacific slope race of Orange-billed Sparrow. We 

were on the move again and had only driven a short distance when Iggy spotted a Fork-tailed 

Flycatcher from the bus window; Luiz turned the bus around and soon we were all watching not one, 

but two of these birds with their long ribbon-like tails. The next stop was to look for Riverside Wren. 

As we walked along the riverbank the river visibly started to flood and the volume of water doubled 

and trebled as we watched; heavy rain in the mountains presumably accounted for this but it was quite 

remarkable to watch as debris started to come down with the flood water. We decided it was best to 

move on quickly just in case; on our return journey we noted the flow had subsided considerably. At 

the next stop a walk across a sports field produced a Tropical Mockingbird on the edge of the field 

plus Chestnut-collared Swifts overhead and a Greenish Elaenia calling from a tree close by. A huge, 

bright-green, long-horned grasshopper type grabbed our attention; it was a species of Katydid (Bush 

Crickets) Tettigonia sp. that must have been at least 5-6 inches long and dwarfed our British Great 

Green Bush-Cricket. Bronzed Cowbirds and Blue-black Grassquits were also present. A little further 

on a pair of Fiery-billed Aracaris showed off their red banded bellies well beside the road, another 

Chiriquí endemic; this species replaces the Collared Aracari on the southern Pacific slope. Finally we 

headed for Los Cusingos, the former home of Dr Alexander Skutch, who co-authored ‘A Guide to the 

Birds of Costa Rica’ with Gary Stiles. We did not enter the reserve but searched a small area of rough, 

weedy pasture before the reserve proper. Our target here was Pale-breasted Spinetail which we saw 

well with the aid of playback; a bonus bird here was a migrant Mourning Warbler that skulked in a 

low tangle and showed briefly to some from the bus. After dinner we tried playback for Tropical 

Screech-owl again, Steven tried at various spots around the lodge gardens but sadly we drew yet 

another blank; despite this minor setback it had been another brilliant day. 

 

Day 14 A pre-breakfast walk around the lodge gardens produced much the same as yesterday but with 

a few new birds. Another Central American endemic, the finely barred Riverside Wren, was seen by 

all (Cynthia had seen and photographed one here yesterday but not known what it was). More new 

birds were Southern Beardless-tyrannulet, the smart Rufous-breasted Wren and a migrant Red-eyed 

Vireo amongst the 40 or so species we saw before breakfast. With the bus loaded we returned to Los 

Cusingos, the former home and outdoor laboratory of Dr Skutch and now a bird sanctuary with a 

network of well maintained trails through the well maintained gardens and adjacent tropical forest. 

We walked the two trails, the Naturalist Trail and the Aves Trail. The name Los Cusingos comes from 

the Spanish name for the Fiery-billed Aracari which Dr Skutch saw regularly on the property. In an 

excellent mornings birding we added 4 more Chiriquí endemics, the uncommon Charming 

Hummingbird, a male Black-hooded Antshrike, a female Orange-collared Manakin and a pair of Spot-

crowned Euphonias plus the Central American endemic Tawny-winged Woodcreeper. Add to these 

Chestnut-backed Antbird, a couple of chunky Rufous Pihas, superb males of Red-capped and Blue-

crowned Manakins, a Grey-headed Tanager plus a brief Double-toothed Kite soaring over the canopy. 

A fearless Great Tinamou, graceful Swallow-tailed Kites, Chestnut-collared Swifts, Pale-billed 

Woodpecker, Long-billed Starthroat and Lesser Greenlet headed the supporting cast whilst a Green 

Shrike-vireo called unseen from high in the canopy. We had lunch at the same restaurant as yesterday 

seeing Smooth-billed Anis on the way. Large numbers of Swainson’s Hawks, Turkey Vultures plus 

Barn and Cliff Swallows were visible from the restaurant migrating north over the hills and mountains 

spurred on by the urge to breed. It seemed to be a constant trickle of birds, especially the Hirundines, 

and the numbers involved must have been high. Making our way to the coast we stopped at the beach 

in Dominical where we scanned the Pacific Ocean for any birds close inshore. We eventually located 

a couple of Brown Boobies well offshore whilst close inshore we saw Brown Pelican, Whimbrel and 

Royal Terns; with the latter we found a couple of Cabot’s Terns, a recent split from Sandwich Tern. 

Moving north-west along the coast we made a roadside stop at Hacienda Baru; endemic Costa Rican 

Swifts called overhead and we had scope views of a handsome male Golden-naped Woodpecker, 

another Chiriquí endemic. We also saw Red-crowned Woodpecker here and a dark phase Short-tailed 
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Hawk. Continueing along the coast (seeing three flying Scarlet Macaws) via Quepos and Jaco we 

reached the Cerro Lodge north of Tarcoles, our accommodation for the next two nights. Opened in 

2008 it is yet another comfortable lodge with extensive ‘birdy’ gardens and plenty of feeders. Our day 

was not yet done; we drove out towards Carara National Park seeing a Double-striped Thick-knee on 

the way. Waiting in an avenue of trees as the sun went down we were eventually rewarded when a 

Crested Owl flew in to glare down at us showing off its prominent white eye-brows. High on most 

peoples want list this was a real bonus as they had gone missing from the roost near Cepe’s Place on 

Day 10; it proved to be in my top five for the trip. Iggy ended his day by having a shower with a 

Scorpion – I can still remember the look on his face! 

 

Day 15 Before breakfast we drove a short distance on the road to the Hotel Villa Lapas where we 

could look across a valley through which the Rio Tarcoles flowed. Steven heard a Northern Bentbill 

as soon as we disembarked the bus and we saw two of these tiny flycatchers with their strange 

downcurved bills. A Grey Hawk flew over calling and a Gartered Trogon perched out in the open 

whilst Scarlet Macaws flew over the canopy. A Collared Forest-falcon called from across the valley. 

Steven tried playback without much conviction but almost immediately Iggy spotted a bird of prey 

flying across the valley; it had pinpointed exactly where the sound came from and was flying straight 

at us. I put my bins on a fierce looking Accipiter-like bird with short rounded wings and a very long 

tail; it landed, partly obscured, in the trees behind us before perching on an open branch giving great 

views for all. What a cracking bird! I ate breakfast by the feeders watching colourful Scarlet Macaws 

preening, frolicking and feeding. We spent the rest of the morning in Carara National Park walking 

the River Trail in primary rainforest. The birding was exciting and we saw plenty of good birds. New 

birds for the trip were singles of Crane Hawk and Ruddy Quail-dove and a pair of White-whiskered 

Puffbirds; we also saw two tiny flycatchers, a Golden-crowned Spadebill and the Central American 

endemic Stub-tailed Spadebill both of which tended to stay much lower than most flycatchers making 

them that bit harder to find and Steven and Magda again did well to get everyone on these little gems. 

The White-shouldered Tanagers here were of the Pacific race as opposed to those of the Caribbean 

race we saw on Day 10 near Braulio Carillo NP. The whistled trills of a Little Tinamou could be heard 

in the distance but the bird remained unseen. Grey-chested Dove, Scarlet Macaws, Orange-chinned 

Parakeets, Yellow-throated Toucan, Dusky Antbird, Royal Flycatcher, Greenish Elaenia, Rufous-and-

white and Rufous-breasted Wrens and a cracking male Orange-collared Manakin were just some of 

the other birds seen as was a very colourful adult male Painted Bunting. Three more species that we 

only heard were Mealy Parrot, White-crowned Manakin and Scaly-breasted Wren. After an excellent 

mornings birding we returned to the lodge for lunch and a short siesta to allow the midday heat to 

subside. Our afternoon was spent back in Carara NP where we walked the Figure of Eight Trail in 

what turned out to be a real birding bonanza. Close to the start of the trail we found various antbirds 

that may have been attending an ant swarm though we could not see it; a pair of Dot-winged 

Antwrens, at least two Bicoloured Antbirds and a smart Black-faced Antthrush fed in the dark depths 

of the undergrowth. Then one of those magic birding moments that remain with you forever occurred; 

a phantom appeared behind the antbirds, a Streak-chested Antpitta hopped and ran as it foraged on the 

forest floor; everyone went quiet before it disappeared back into the gloom and a small cheer erupted 

and much shaking of hands took place. What a cracking bird; a plump almost tailless little thing with 

long legs, large ‘spectacled’ eyes, a white throat and boldly streaked breast and flanks. We also saw 

Tawny-winged, Cocoa and Streak-headed Woodcreepers, Plain Xenops and Dusky Antbird. We then 

found a Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher quickly followed by an uncommon Black-tailed Flycatcher; 

Steven said it was very unusual to see these two very similar species together as they are usually 

separated by altitude so it was a good chance to compare these closely related species and note the 

subtle differences. A Great Tinamou scratched about on the forest floor, completely ignoring us as we 

walked past. Moving on in single file along the narrow trail we heard a rather plaintive ‘where are you 

Adrian? I can’t see you’. It was Christine worried she had lost the group but we were just around a 
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bend in the trail. Our next new bird was a Baird’s Trogon, another bird that can be difficult to find but 

we had great scope views of the bird above us. A little further along the trail we came upon a bridge 

across a forest stream; a Muscovy Duck fed in the dappled shade of the shallows. Looking down from 

the bridge we could see a swarm of ants, a huge column that stretched for many metres and must have 

contained many thousands of ants. We had fabulous views of Bicoloured and Chestnut-backed 

Antbirds and Black-faced Antthrush attending the swarm plus Long-tailed and Northern Barred-

woodcreepers, Black-striped Woodcreeper was only heard. We pressed on to a small ‘pool’ where 

manakins came into bathe towards dusk; we soon saw stunning males of Red-capped and Blue-

crowned Manakins plus Northern Waterthrush and Chestnut-sided Warblers. By now it was getting 

very gloomy and on our way back we saw Costa Rican Swifts over the canopy and an early Lesser 

Nighthawk hawked for insects. Steven then heard Marbled Wood-quail close to the trail; after a lot of 

coaxing everybody had torchlight views of a pair of these birds going to roost in a tree. Our last new 

bird before the car park was a Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher calling from the trees above us; unfortunately it 

refused to respond to playback and remained unseen. After dinner and the log we returned to the Villa 

Lapas road to try for owls; a close Mottled Owl responded to playback but played hard to get initially. 

Thankfully the owl gave itself up and showed to all by torchlight; a great end to yet another great day.   

  

Day 16 Our last day started with an early breakfast before we took our third boat trip of the tour, this 

time on the Tarcoles River, which forms the northern boundary of Carara NP. Firstly we travelled 

upstream checking the well-vegetated edges of the river and the mangroves before turning 

downstream and eventually motoring out to the sandbanks where the river enters the Golfo De Nicoya 

and the sea. We saw the expected mix of wetland species that included Brown Pelican, Magnificent 

Frigatebird, Bare-throated Tiger-heron, Boat-billed Heron, Roseate Spoonbill and another Muscovy 

Duck plus numerous Ospreys. Common Black Hawks, Ringed Kingfishers and Mangrove Swallows 

were also numerous. A Ruddy Turnstone that flew downstream was a catch up for the whole of the 

group as Daan had seen one on the very first day at Chomos wetlands. Perched low in the mangrove 

edges we found at least four colourful American Pygmy Kingfishers; these tiny bright little gems were 

our fifth kingfisher species for the trip. The mangroves also held numerous Mangrove Yellow 

Warblers, a single Yellow-winged Vireo and our final Central American endemic for the trip, the 

rather local Mangrove Vireo. This part of the river is famous for its American Crocodiles, some of 

which have grown very large; the really big ones have been given names by the local tour operators 

such as ‘Osama’, ‘Tornado’ and ‘Mike Tyson’. We did briefly see Tornados huge head but he must 

have been feeling shy today as he soon submerged out of sight sinking into the murky depths of the 

river. We made our way back to the Villa Lapas road where we had seen the Mottled Owl last 

evening. A small hut on the side of the road had been burnt down in the night, some time after we left; 

the owners were in the process of cleaning up the mess. A Grey Hawk drifted over calling and Scarlet 

Macaws flew noisily through the trees; a Gartered Trogon and a Hoffmann’s Woodpecker also put in 

appearances. The best was saved until last as, just as we were leaving, a superb White Hawk was seen 

soaring over the forest canopy below us and we all had excellent views of this broad winged, rather 

short tailed hawk, for once, we were looking down on it instead of looking up at silhouette. Returning 

to the lodge we had our last lunch together, a last look around the gardens and packed our bags ready 

for the journey back to Alajuela. It was also time say goodbye to Andrew and Cynthia who were off in 

a taxi to the airport as they were staying on in Costa Rica spending time in the wild south west on the 

Peninsula De Osa. Initially heading for the coast Allen did well to spot a small covey of Spot-bellied 

Bobwhites in a small enclosure; we made our way along the coast for a while checking an area of 

coastal lagoons seeing Blue-winged Teal and a selection of waders that included Western and Stilt 

Sandpipers. At Playa Guacalillo we looked out to sea and Iggy picked out our only Elegant Terns of 

the trip seeing three birds resting on a boat amongst the Royal and Cabot’s Terns. Roadside Hawks 

were seen along the roadside (where else) as well as a single Zone-tailed Hawk, another trip tick. 

Once in Alajuela we dropped Steven and Magda at his brothers, thanked them and said our farewells. 
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Luiz took us back to the Hotel Robledal, where it all started 15 days earlier. We had time to eat dinner 

and relax before our flight. Best of all was the fact that Tropical Screech-owls were breeding in the 

grounds and we finally got to see them, an adult bird with two well grown young. Soon after Luis took 

us to the airport for our night flight to Washington and thence on to London Heathrow. 

 

So ended our journey for wildlife through Costa Rica; not only was it a fantastic fortnights birding but 

the organisational combination of Costa Rica Gateway and Birdfinders made for a very well organised 

and smooth running tour with excellent accommodation throughout. The group total was a very 

respectable 550 species seen plus 18 species that were only heard; we had seen a high proportion of 

the Chiriquí endemics and of the Central American endemics available. Personally I was very happy, 

it was my first visit to Central America and I saw nearly 300 new birds  that included all my top wants 

apart from one species, Ocellated Antbird. The number of species seen is thanks to the hard work and 

skill of Steven and Magda; they worked tirelessly to find us new birds and to get everyone on them. 

Amazingly they managed to get their scopes on a large percentage of the birds, even when they were 

in dark tangles of tree trunks, branches and leaves, which meant most people had really good views of 

some of the trickier species. Their skills as bird guides are truly excellent, their eyesight and hearing 

are phenomenal and their ID skills superb – certainly amongst the best I have ever worked with. I 

could not recommend them highly enough. Once again many thanks Steven and Magda. A big thanks 

must go to Iggy too for making us all laugh a lot (and for his undoubted leader skills of course!) He 

did find some good birds for us. Apart from the amazing birdlife we also saw a large cross section of 

other wildlife and thanks to Stevens amazing knowledge of the wildlife of his adopted country we 

could identify most of it – some of these are detailed below. 

 

A personal account by Bill Blake. 

 
MAMMALS 

Common Opossum    Didelphis marsupialis 

Hoffman’s Two-toed Sloth   Choloepus hoffmannii hoffmannii 

Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth  Bradypus variegatus 

White-faced Capuchin   Cebus capucinus 

Golden Mantled Howler Monkey  Alouatta palliata palliata 

Ornate Spider Monkey   Ateles geoffroyi ornatus 

Eastern Cottontail    Sylvilagus floridanus 

Variegated Squirrel    Sciurus variegatoides    

Red-tailed Squirrel    Sciurus granatensis 

Alfaro’s Pygmy Squirrel   Microsciurus alfari 

Central American Agouti   Dasyprocta punctata 

Collared Peccary    Pecari tajacu 

Central American Red Brocket  Mazama temama 

White-tailed Deer    Odocoileus virginianus truei 

White-lined Bat    Saccopteryx sp 

Long-nosed Bat    Leptonycteris sp 

Coyote      Canis latrans dickeyi 

White-nosed Coati    Nasua narica 

 

 

REPTILES 

Red-eared Slider 

Green Tree Anole 

Ground Anole 

Slender Anole 

Tropical House Gecko 

Casque-headed Lizard 

Emerald (Green) Basilisk 
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Pacific Basilisk 

Green Iguana 

Spiny-tailed Lizard 

Green Spiny Lizard 

Tropical (Costa Rican) Night Lizard 

Eyelash Pit Viper 

Central American Whiptail 

Neotropical Whiptail 

American Crocodile 

Spectacled Caiman 

 

AMPHIBIANS 

Valiant’s Frog 

Brilliant Forest Frog 

Red-eyed Leaf Frog 

Green + Black Poison Dart Frog 

Strawberry Poison Dart Frog (‘Blue Jeans’ 

colour morph) 

Cane Toad 

 

ODONATA 

Terira Dancer (Endemic to Costa Rica) 

Helicopter Damselfly (The world’s largest 

Damselfly) 

Striped Saddlebags 

Highland Rubyspot 

Square-spotted Darter 

Great Pondhawk 

Wandering Glider 

Hyacinth Glider 

Tawny Pennant 

Pale-green Darner 

Blue-faced Darner 

 

LEPIDOPTERA 

Apricot Sulphur 

Clouded Sulphur 

Variable Cracker 

Blurry-striped Longtail 

Common Blue Morpho 

Cryptic Morpho 

White Morpho 

Short-tailed Morpho 

Split-banded Owlet 

Banded Peacock 

Rusty-tipped Page 

Thick-bordered Kite Swallowtail 

Cloud Forest Mimic White 

Starred Oxeo 

Mexican Silverspot 

Black and Yellow Prestonian 

Menapsis Tiger-wing 

Monarch 

Dark Owl Butterfly 
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