
TRIP REPORT - BIRDFINDERS South-East Australia Tour 16TH to 29TH Sept 2016 

 

Participants :  Simon Starr (guide), John Lumby, Vivienne Harvey, James Harvey, Kathryn Dowsett 

and Robert Dowsett 

Summary :       247 Bird Species were recorded ( 11 were heard only) 

All participants had already visited Australia for birding before so some more targeted birding was 

included to locate new species.  

Conditions for this tour were interesting to say the least. The climate and birding in Australia is much 

more variable from year to year than many other countries.  South-Eastern Australia in the middle of 

2016 was experiencing very wet conditions. Right at the commencement of the tour many rivers 

that flow north and inland into the Murray-Darling basin were in flood, the first flooding for 5 years. 

Everywhere we went the ground was saturated and all the rivers and creeks were flowing strongly. 

The weather was cooler than is average for the time of year, and there was plenty of rain about, 

although it didn’t have a major impact on our birding time.  There was still snow on the mountains 

as we drove over the Great Dividing Range, and spring migration although underway was slower 

than usual and perhaps slightly later than usual also.   

There had been a major exodus of waterbirds from the more coastal regions of Australia in the 

previous month as they take advantage of the opportunity to breed in the warmer inland areas that 

were flooding, so some expected birds were not to be found.  

On the flip side this spring was excellent for many of the resident endemic birds which were fully 

geared up for breeding and defending their territories, so many excellent views were to be had of 

the local specialities. 

One of the best wild flower seasons for many years was in full swing, every bushland walk we did 

was splashed with colour and many terrestrial orchids were found.  And a nice selection of mammals 

were observed (16 species of which four were feral), however reptiles were few and far between in 

the cool conditions with just 5 species seen.  
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Day one 16th September: Start and finish Melbourne, visiting sites along the Yarra River, the 

Dandenong Ranges National Park and Port Phillip Bay 

We followed the Yarra River out of Melbourne firstly visiting a huge roosting colony of Grey-headed 

Flying Fox, and further on located a roosting Powerful Owl 

    

The birding was lively by the river with Grey Currawong, Olive-backed Oriole, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, 

Shining Bronze-cuckoo, Common Bronzewing and Red-rumped Parrot amongst others 

We checked a pool where rails and crakes are sometimes seen and had excellent but brief views of a 

Buff-banded Rail which was about to come right out of the grass until a jogger ran past.  Rounding 

out a superb morning was a Tawny Frogmouth that had only recently started to nest 

 

After lunch we had an extended walk in the Dandenong Ranges NP, an area of wet forest dominated 

by giant Mountain Ash trees and Tree Ferns. The main target bird here was the Superb Lyrebird, of 

which we heard two or three. The only sighting was by myself, the guide, of one running across the 

track behind us. More chances for this bird in Gippsland in the coming days. We did however 

manage good views of the extremely skulking Eastern Whipbird, and a recently arrived male Rose 

Robin showed well along with a range of commoner species. A Swamp Wallaby was our first 

macropod for the trip. 
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To round out the day we visited a colony of Little Penguin on the shores of Port Phillip Bay. The main 

activity is after dusk, and as we waited a Rakali (native Water Rat) came up on the rocks for a while. 

It didn’t take long for the first Little Penguins to stretch their flippers and emerge. Flash photography 

is not allowed here, so we just enjoyed the activity under the low lighting provided at this site.  

 

 

 

Day two 17th September Melbourne to Wilsons Promontory National Park 

We left the city fairly early driving east and south into the Gippsland region. To break the drive we 

made a birding stop at Wachutch Reserve near Lang Lang where we saw a Brown Goshawk, White-

naped and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Eastern Yellow Robin, Eastern Spinebill plus others. The 

standout bird here though was crippling views of an Olive Whistler. This species lives in the 

undergrowth of the wettest shadiest forests of the cool south east of Australia and prefers to stay 

out of the light, however this individual sat singing on an exposed perch in the sun allowing 

prolonged scope views. This would never had happened had I not left my camera in the car ! Photo 

of a previous sighting included to give you the idea. 

                   

As we reached the Wilson Prom area a few raptors started appearing including Brown Falcon, 

Australian Kestrel, Swamp Harrier and Australian Kite.  We were also seeing numbers of Straw-

necked Ibis. In many parts of the world Ibis are quite rare, but not in Australia where two of the 

three species are common and widespread. 

Our first walk at “The Prom” took us through an area of open grassy heathland, and past a wetland 

to a beach. Our first Crescent Honeyeaters called from some dense scrub but failed to show. New 

Holland Honeyeaters and White-fronted Chats were common and an immature Pallid Cuckoo turned 

out to be our only sighting for the trip. Searching the low heath the Southern Emu-wren was heard 

and after quite some time a target species the Striated Fieldwren finally showed well. 
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Driving through The Prom you get the feeling of space and sightings of Emu and Eastern Grey 

Kangaroos give you the feel of being on safari. This southernmost part of the Australian mainland is 

windswept and rugged. A walk in a forested slope near Tidal river was very quiet however a Crescent 

Honeyeater did appear and show well, one of the south-east mainland’s endemic birds. We then 

picked up the call of another of the local specialities, a Pilotbird. This wet forest skulker can be very 

difficult to see, and after some time of trying to entice it into the open we let it be and moved on. 

Back at the car we took a walk in another direction out onto an open heathland with nice views and 

in quite pleasant conditions, a window of opportunity to search for the remarkable Southern Emu-

wren which is nearly impossible to see when the wind is blowing. The birding was quiet again, with a 

few New Holland Honeyeaters about and another Crescent Honeyeater showing, and finally the 

insect like call of the Emu-wren was heard, and good views of a male were had on the edge of the 

path. 

We rounded out the day with a wander around the settlement of Tidal river where various Parrots 

are attracted by the activity, a Common Wombat was out and about early, and the endemic Pacific 

Gull was seen next to the Wombat ! 
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Day three 18th September Wilson Promontory to Mallacoota 

Today we had a fairly long drive to do out to the far east of Victoria. We made a number of 

successful stops along the way the first of which was at a wetland near Sale, which was in full flood 

and happens to be one of the best sites around for Latham’s Snipe. Sure enough visible from the 

road we found around 8 Snipe which make the annual migration from Japan and surrounds each 

year. An immature White-bellied Sea-Eagle was scoped, Whistling Kite, Yellow-billed Spoonbill, 

Swamp Harrier, various Cormorants, Great Egret, Black Swans and Australian Pelican were all seen. 

Further on a small wetland near Swan Reach was viewed from the roadside where Blue-billed and 

White-eyed Duck were present. A small colony of Little Pied Cormorants was nesting and we got to 

see their rather ugly offspring!   

Next stop was a forested area near Lakes Entrance, where a wet gully travels through an open 

heathy forest. We really hit the jackpot here, as the dominant eucalyptus tree in the gully was 

flowering profusely. Nectivorous birds were in abundance, but being high in the canopy and 

extremely active good views were tricky. Musk and Little Lorikeets were buzzing around but not 

showing well enough. Scarlet Honeyeaters were also common, and everyone managed to see them 

here. A pair of Gang Gang Cockatoos were also seen and heard giving their “creaky door “ call.  

 

Lower down in the undergrowth Eastern Spinebills, Golden Whistler, Brown Gerygone, and Eastern 

Yellow Robin were seen well. Fan-tailed and Shining Bronze-cuckoos were about, Rose Robin and 

Red-browed Firetails entertained and both the Superb Lyrebird and the Eastern Whipbird were 

heard in the distance. This site warranted more time, but we still had some way to travel so we 

continued on our way slightly bedazzled by the almost overwhelming diversity we had just 

witnessed. 
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At Lakes Entrance we scoped the beaches and tidal areas, seeing a single Hooded Plover, some 

Greater Crested Terns, Cormorants and Pelicans, plus an Eastern Reef Egret cruised past, whilst Little 

Wattlebirds and Little Corellas were playing near the foreshore. 

 

On the outskirts of Bairnsdale we took a walk at a wetland where Australian Reed Warbler and Little 

Grassbird were both seen. Just once a Lewins Rail called. This is an almost impossible bird to see 

with some serious birders going to their grave without a sighting !  And so it was that we couldn’t 

locate the said Rail, but is was fun trying. Again high water levels were working against us. Also a 

brief roadside stop nearby got us our first Yellow Thornbills and a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles 

floating by.  

Later in the afternoon the rain really set in. On arriving in the Mallacoota area we made some short 

walks but conditions were against us.  A male Satin Bowerbird was seen but again the Superb 

Lyrebird eluded us. The inlet near town had a few Bar-tailed Godwits and our only Eastern Curlew 

for the trip. The ducks were happy, grazing the nature strips in the wet conditions and a pair of pure 

bred Mallards were a tickable feral species which is not so common in Australia.  With the rain 

continuing all night a scheduled spotlighting jaunt was cancelled, but we did see a Red-necked 

Wallaby out and about before dark, perhaps because of the wet conditions. 

Day four 19th September  Mallacoota and surrounds 

The rain had eased by morning but the cold change had arrived and it was windy. By the end of the 

day the windy conditions had eased. A pre breakfast walk out to a point was entertaining with a mob 

of male Eastern Grey Kangaroos ON THE BEACH and the golf course! Yes, that’s when you really 

know you are in Australia. A pair of Sooty Oystercatchers walked right past us , and at the point 

there were lots of seabirds about, with some nice views of White-capped (Shy) Albatross, 

Australasian Gannets, and Greater Crested Terns. A longer seawatch may have produced more 

species, but breakfast was awaiting us. 
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We started the morning with a drive around the outskirts of Mallacoota. Some cracking birds come 

to use the gardens and nearby forests, and we saw Satin Bowerbirds, Australian King Parrot, Crimson 

Rosella, Red and Little Wattlebirds, Common Bronzewing, and at least 6 White-headed Pigeons, a 

species that has only recently colonised Victoria. We also saw our first Wonga Pigeons, a pair 

building a nest in someones front garden, and a family of Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo. 

 

For the rest of the morning we walked in an area of coastal heathland, a site where the Eastern 

Ground Parrot occurs. This secretive crepuscular parrot lives on the ground in dense heath and 

rarely comes out into the open. The only realistic way to see one is to walk in through its habitat in 

the hope of flushing one. Despite previous success, this morning it was not to be, however Tawny-
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crowned Honeyeater, Horsfields Bronze-cuckoo and Southern Emu-wren were all sighted, and a 

highlight were extraordinary eye level views of a male Spotted Pardalote. 

                                

For the afternoon we targetted another scarce and tricky species, the Glossy Black Cockatoo. Despite 

being a sizeable and largely black bird they are very thin on the ground and live their lives quietly 

munching Casuarina cones for the seed. A Superb Lyrebird once again ran across the road in front of 

us with only a couple seeing it. Lively birding near the base of the mountain included more Rose 

Robin and Brown Gerygone. Further up the hill Olive-backed Oriole and Fan-tailed Cuckoo showed, 

and on the way back down a pair of Red-browed Treecreepers were located, our only ones for the 

trip. The Glossies were elsewhere today. 

Heading back to town for dinner we stopped again to try for the Superb Lyrebird, and this time we 

were successful with a female seen feeding on the very wet forest floor. After dinner we had a 

spotlighting expedition, hoping for Sooty Owl, and whatever else came our way. We heard an Owlet 

Nightjar but no Sooties. We did however see two species of Possum, our only ones for the trip, both 

Ring-tailed and Brush-tailed, one with a youngster on its back. 

   

 

Day five 20th September Mallacoota to Bairnsdale 

Our last day in Gippsland and a chance to mop up any species missed so far, except that there 

weren’t many of them ! so we had a chance to try again for some very tricky birds.  Early morning 
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and once again we couldn’t find either a Ground Parrot or any Glossy Black Cockatoo, so we left the 

Mallacoota area and drove west to Cape Conran coastal park. On arriving at a site I’ve seen Pilotbird 

in the past, our hoodoo was broken when within a minute out came a Pilotbird in full song, no 

playback required. We hung around for some time hoping for Beautiful Firetail, which we heard and 

one person in the group saw, but they were not cooperating for reasons that will never be known! 

The coastline here is beautiful so we soaked it up, seeing a Yellow-bellied Water Skink catching some 

rays on a log, watching Gannets fishing offshore, and getting further views of Eastern Whipbird. 

                      

We then changed plans for the rest of the day, deciding to stay around Cape Conran until after dark 

to try for some rare forest Tytos. A drive along the coastline to Marlo was scenic and at the Snowy 

river estuary a variety of waders were present plus a local rarity in the form of an Osprey. We also 

got very lucky and found an Echidna, an animal that is easy to miss. 

At dusk we waited at our site in a warm temperate rainforest gully, and things were very quiet. A 

couple of forest bats hawked over the stream and some frogs were calling but no Owls until a distant 

Boobook “woop wooped” a few times.  Then the crazy gugling call of the Yellow-bellied Glider came 

from the nearby jungle, but still no Tytos to be heard. So we drove a few hundred metres out of the 

gully and up the slope, and bingo, we latched onto a Sooty Owl. With his strange hissing sounds we 

knew he was close, and we managed some clear views of this intriguing inhabitant of eastern 

Australia’s wet forests 
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Day six 21st September Bairnsdale to Chiltern 

Wild weather again this morning so we set off for the big drive over the mountains of the Great 

Dividing Range and into the drier woodlands of north-east Victoria. Roadside sightings on the way 

included both Pied and Grey Currawongs, Laughing Kookaburras, Crimson Rosellas, White-faced 

Herons and Straw-necked Ibis.   

  

Snow had been forecast overnight and so there was some trepidation at the conditions when we got 

to the high points at Mount Hotham (c.1,800 metres above sea level). Fortunately the road was clear 

and temperatures of 2 degrees meant there was no ice either. Flame Robins which breed in the high 

country in the summer had already returned and certainly brightened up the scene. 
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After a nice lunch in the historic town of Beechworth we continued on to Chiltern Mt Pilot National 

Park where we birded for the rest of the day. The big rains were very evident with flooding and 

water running all over the place, where it rarely does.  The birding was very lively, with some 

flowering trees attracting plenty of Honeyeaters, including the three typical box-ironbark species 

Yellow-tufted, Fuscous and Black-chinned.  A Sacred Kingfisher was an early arrival and a singing 

Western Gerygone was busy nest building, a lifer for all. Little Lorikeets buzzed about and finally 

showed well, a Collared Sparrowhawk created a commotion amongst the smaller birds, Rufous 

Whistlers sang and displayed to each other, but the highlight was being able to eventually track 

down a calling Painted Honeyeater, a very rare species which took us some time to find until Jim’s 

eagle eyes spotted him. 

  

Day seven 22nd September Chiltern to Deniliquin 

A morning walk before breakfast was successful with a great sighting of a Speckled Warbler, really 

our only chance for the trip. Buff-rumped Thornbill, Brown Treecreeper, and lots of Honeyeaters 

were also seen, but not the Turquoise Parrot which we also looked for. 

So after breakfast we had the rest of the morning to track down some “Turqs” before we left the 

area and headed off into New South Wales. Firstly we visited a grassy woodland close to a wetland 

out of Chiltern, where in a short space of time we had feasted on Crested Shrike-tit, Purple-crowned 

Lorikeet and Diamond Firetail. We were on a roll. 
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Travelling across country to the Warby ranges we stopped at a river crossing where we had 

incredible views of displaying Striated Pardalotes, a bird usually up in the treetops. 

                                 

Reaching the Warby Ranges more species were appearing, White-browed Babblers, Noisy Friarbird, 

Western Gerygone, Eastern Rosella and Weebills. Time was running out, as we drove through the 

park east to west, and then bingo, a pair of Turquoise Parrot flushed from the track in front of us. 

We were fortunate that they did not fly too far and we got great views, just in the nick of time. 

                            

We had lunch in Yarrawonga close to the Murray river and then cruised some roadsides near the 

Barmah forest looking for our other important target Parrot of the day, the Superb. We were 

running behind time and no Parrots were found so we pressed on, with another area to look for 

them across the state border in NSW. Suddenly there they were in woodland adjacent to the 

highway. I came to a rapid halt pulling off the side of the road and promptly sank into the verge, 

which was saturated after all the rain. We were bogged, but there were Superb Parrots to be seen. A 

farmer spotted us and pulled over, one big push and we were out, Parrots under the belt and back 

on schedule for our spotlighting adventure out on the plains in search of the critically endangered 

Plains Wanderer! 
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Having contacted our guide for the evening conditions were sounding difficult. We were unable to 

drive out on the grasslands as it was way too wet, which meant searching on foot, with the help of a 

small buggy for the lucky ones.  As the light faded we listened for any calling birds. None called, 

although they were heard by the landholder earlier in the day. As we ventured out to search our 

hopes were fading as the area they had been in was under a cm of water. Despite our best efforts no 

Wanderers were found, which was very disappointing, but the conditions were just against us on the 

night. Some consolation was a close encounter with a lone Banded Lapwing on the way out, as well 

as a Barn owl hunting the roadside. 

            

 

Day eight 23rd September Deniliquin to Ouyen 

After a late night we had a lie in, and then headed back across the Murray river into Victoria, 

spotting our only Blue-faced Honeyeaters for the tour. Stopping at a recently filled wetland we 

enjoyed a range of waterbirds not yet encountered such as Pink-eared Duck, Australian Shelduck, 
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Grey Teal and Hoary-headed Grebe. A male Blue-billed Duck with full bill colour was displaying to a 

female who promptly ignored him and swam off.  

Further up the road at a brackish wetland a different array of birds were seen, including the trifecta 

of Red-necked Avocet, Black-winged Stilt and Banded Stilt.  There numbers like most of the 

waterbirds had dramatically reduced so we were lucky a few were still about.   

Around the lake shores White-fronted Chats and Little Grassbirds entertained us, and we also 

located our only White-winged Fairy-wrens for the trip. 

 

At nearby Lake Boga we scored our first Musk Duck, some White-breasted Woodswallows and 

Singing Honeyeaters. And then it was time to push on to the semi-arid mallee country of the far 

north-west of the state, a region that held plenty of potential new species. At our first site, a little 

known reserve near Annuello we met with our first bush flies of the trip as well as some very thirsty 

mosquitos. There was plenty of swatting and waving going on as we ticked off the stunning Mulga 

Parrot, Mallee Ringneck, Red-capped Robin, Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, Southern Whiteface and 

our only sightings of Gilberts Whistler and Crested Bellbird for the tour.  

      

Arriving at the Murray river again, but this time much further north, we saw plenty of Regent Parrots 

flying around, but only a few perched and on the wrong side of the river. 

Travelling from the river through the parts of Hattah NP we kept a close eye out for Malleefowl 

which are sometimes seen on certain quiet tracks, but on this our first attempt we couldn’t locate 

this elusive and iconic malle bird. Another successful day with many birding highlights, plus a few 

lizards out and about including Central Bearded Dragon and Stumpy-tailed Lizard, and a couple of 

Red Kangaroos. 

Day nine 24th September  Ouyen and surrounds 

Pre-breakfast birding near town we managed good views of the nomadic White-fronted Honeyeater 

in a patch of flowering emubush.  Then we headed for Hattah-Kulkyne National Park, checking for 

Malleefowl on the way. On an open plain area we saw more Southern Whiteface, a flock of White-
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fronted Chats, and also a family group of Chestnut-crowned Babbler. Another short stop searching 

for Splendid Fairy-wren was successful, this could well be Australia’s most beautiful bird, but of 

course that is in the eye of the beholder!. Arriving at a quiet spot full of large clumps of spinifex we 

began our search for some of the more elusive mallee specialities. 

 

Firstly we located a Striated Grasswren by call. We all did the right thing and stopped moving about, 

and waited. We used a little playback to encourage the bird to show, and it came much closer, 

continuing to call. Still we waited, but no show. Its amazing how these birds can hop around their 

habitat without being detected. Eventually we decided to leave this bird alone and continued on 

until we heard more wrens, this time the endangered Mallee Emu-wren. This species is Victoria’s 

only endemic bird since bushfires wiped out the last population in South Australia. With the Emu-

wren we had more luck, and a pair of birds showed off really well 

  

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, Weebill, Jacky Winter and Chestnut-rumped Thornbills provided the 

backdrop. 

We returned to Ouyen for an early lunch and afterwards took a detour into the nearby Murray-

Sunset NP to check on a White-backed Swallow nest site, which was successful, with a single bird 

showing quite well as it fed on the wing nearby. We then walked in another area of mallee spinifex 

habitat searching again for our three remaining major target birds.  No sign of the Grasswren, and 

not a sniff of a Chestnut-backed Quail-thrush, but on checking a Malleefowl nest mound nearby we 
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found it to be active. Unfortunately the male Malleefowl was not on the mound at the time, and a 

search nearby couldn’t locate him. However a Striped Honeyeater was seen so some compensation. 

 Afterwards we took a drive down to Lake Hattah for a pitstop. Great Crested Grebe and 

Apostlebirds were both new for the tour, the Apostlebirds even having young in the nest. 

                       

And perhaps the highlight for the day was lucking onto a pair of Pink Cockatoo. They allowed us to 

approach very close as they fed on the ground. It was magic to just sit and watch them for so long 

and so close.
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Day ten 25th September Ouyen to the Little Desert 

Plans for today had to be adjusted as three of our group were feeling unwell. We headed south and 

took a walk in a quiet section of mallee country to check another Malleefowl nest mound I had been 

watching. This mound was also active, but again we didn’t connect with the bird unfortunately. Our 

options for this special species were diminishing. On the walk back to the car a Shy Heathwren called 

and we were able to get good views of this skulking ground dweller, however with people not feeling 

at all well we decided to head for our final destination to allow for some rest and recovery time. 

                            

Arriving at the Little Desert Nature Lodge three participants took a break, leaving the three 

remaining to take a walk in the sandplain heaths and search for a couple of specialist birds. A lot of 

areas had recently been burnt, but eventually we found some habitat in the right age class with 

growth up to our knees.  Things were quiet at first, but a pair of Hooded Robins were surprisingly our 

first for the tour and then some Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters made an appearance feeding on 

flowering grasstrees. More importantly we connected with the scarce Rufous Fieldwren (race 

Winiam) and also the Slender-billed Thornbill which can be a tough bird to find in Victoria. We had 

just about got back to the vehicle when we located a pair of Blue-winged Parrot. Quite a birding 

session with some quality finds. 
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Later in the afternoon we took a short drive to another section of the national park, where as well as 

more White-fronted Honeyeaters, Dusky Woodswallows, Mallee Ringneck and Eastern Rosellas we 

found yet another active Malleefowl nest mound, and yet again no bird to be seen. However this did 

give us some hope that on our last morning in the mallee country we had one more chance to see 

this elusive bird we had worked so hard for. 

                                                 

 

 

Day eleven 26th September Little Desert to Port Campbell 

With quite a few dry country birds still to see we decided to spend the morning in the Little Desert 

NP and make the long drive to the coast in the afternoon. Our day began with a pre breakfast walk in 

the grounds of the nature lodge. A male Red-capped Robin brightened the scene, we had good views 

of the “black-winged” race of the Grey Currawong (race melanoptera), some Superb Fairy-wrens 

were displaying on the lawn, up to three males competing for the attention of just two females, plus 

some Western Grey Kangaroos with young in the pouch. 
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Leaving the lodge a drive through farmland connected us with a displaying male Brown Songlark, our 

only sighting for the tour.  Arriving at the walking trail with the Malleefowl nest, some debate was 

had as to who should go first. Very quietly and slowly we approached, and on turning the corner, 

only metres from the nest, there was the male Malleefowl attending to his duties. We were all in 

total silence, not moving, as the bird checked us out for about a minute, and then decided to slowly 

wander off into the scrub never to be seen again. It was an awe inspiring moment. 

  

The good birds kept coming with the rare Black-eared Cuckoo putting in an appearance, as well as a 

group of 5 or 6 Variegated Fairy-wrens including three adult males in resplendent plumage. 

 

The Little desert was really turning up the goods, but there was a lot more to happen before we left. 

Our last location also came good with target species. Southern Scrub-robin and Purple-gaped 

Honeyeater were both found and showing well. White-fronted Honeyeaters, White-eared 

Honeyeaters and inland Thornbill added to the scene. An exceptional 24 hours.  

With the weather closing in again we began our long drive down to the coast of western Victoria and 

the scenic wonders of the Great Ocean Road. A scheduled stop half way in the Grampians National 
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Park was cut short when heavy rain set in, a pity as there were a lot of birds about and a couple of 

target species to search for however a Forest Raven did fly by giving its very deep call.  So we 

completed the drive to the coast and settled in for an early night trusting that the weather would 

clear for us in the morning. 

Day twelve 27th September 2016 Port Campbell and the Greater Otway National Park. 

Pre breakfast we visited a little known section of heath just out of town hoping for an early morning 

Brush Bronzewing, as they like to sit out on tracks early and late in the day. The tracks were very wet 

so we had to park and walk and look around, which worked in our favour when a Rufous Bristlebird 

proceeded to feed in an open grassy area, and a small group of Beautiful Firetails also fed from the 

short grass near the van.  

                                   

For the morning we drove to one of the Otways finest rainforest areas, for a slow walk to enjoy the 

spectacular cool temperate rainforest. On the way a stop to view a floodplain produced a few 

waterbirds including Australian Shelduck and Swamp Harrier.  A quick viewing of the famous Twelve 

Apostles had us ticking off Black-faced Cormorants, There were quite a few birds around the 

rainforest car park including Rose Robin, Crescent Honeyeater and Satin Bowerbird. On entering the 

shade of the forest the birding slowed down. We had one major target bird we were hoping for, the 

Pink Robin, a scarce bird on the mainland, largely tied to the isolated pockets of Myrtle Beech forest, 

an ancient rainforest species previously found across Antarctica.  And we managed to locate a single 

male bird, initially at ground level and later half way up in the canopy. This was a highlight for many 

in the group. Further on the waterfalls were running fast and furious after all the rain.                                                            
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Once again due to conditions we change our plans for the afternoon. A roadslip had rendered part of 

the Great Ocean road unnavigable, so we decided to take our chane and drive down towards Cape 

Otway and look for Koalas, an iconic Aussie beast we couldn’t leave without seeing.  After locating a 

few of these “teddy-bears” of the woods, we took a walk along a wild ocean mbeach in search of 

waders. Many Gannets fished offshore, and we located a confiding pair of Hooded Plover. Nearby 

amongst the crashing waves and rocks a few Red Knot, Red-necked Stint and Ruddy Turnstone were 

feeding. 

 

Before getting back to Port Campbell we once again checked our little section of heath, and a Brush 

Bronzewing was flushed, but unfortunately decent views were not forthcoming. Some familiar 

English birds were seen today including Eurasian Skylarks full of the joys of spring and flocks of 

European Goldfinch. 
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Day thirteen 28th September 2016 Port Campbell to Aireys Inlet 

Addicted to our little patch of heath near town we once more made a pre breakfast trip to hang out, 

and see if we could finally nail the Brush Bronzewing which some still needed better views of. Finally, 

with some enticement, an immaculate male Brushie walked out into the open as we sat in the van 

admiring his gorgeous colours. Quite the stunner. 

                       

Due to the road closure we needed to take the inland route today, which gave us the chance for a 

walk in a sandy area supporting a heathy woodland near Gellibrand. It was unusually quiet, with 

little bird song or activity, however our final Robin species appeared in the form of a male Scarlet, 

this completing the set of possible Robins for the tour.  Moving on we visited a bird sanctuary at 

Colac. Water levels were very high limiting opportunities, and none of the hoped for Crakes could be 

found. 

Heading for the Surf Coast we stopped at another wetland on the way, Lake Modewarre. There was 

more activity here. Both Brown Goshawk and Collared Sparrowhawk were in the treebelts, and out 

across the large open wetland hundreds of Black Swans were breeding. Black-winged Stilt and 

Whiskered Tern were present but in low numbers, and we enjoyed watching a Pacific Heron trying 

to swallow an enormous Banjo Frog. It took quite a few attempts, with the frog seemingly trying to 

climb back out of the Herons throat. 
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Our last location for the day was in a coastal heathland, to look for yet another scarce skulker, the 

Chestnut-rumped Heathwren. It was cool and quite windy, and realistically I don’t think any of us 

were overly confident. Some rare orchids (Caladenia Maritima) were spotted along the way and a 

few Buff-rumped Thornbills.  Fortunately the win abated for a while, and given the time of year, the 

Heathwrens were quite territorial. We eventually had excellent views of one scurrying along the 

ground and then perching up to sing. This completed the two Fieldwrens and two Heathwrens set 

for the trip! 

 

 

Day fourteen 29th September Aireys Inlet to Melbourne 

Our last day of the tour, and all week the weather forecast had been looking ominous with gale force 

winds and heavy rain forecast. Remarkably it turned out to be one of our better days weatherwise 

with a little sun and some warmer conditions………. 

Pre breakfast we took a walk on the nearby inlet, a site where Blue-winged Parrot occur. Three of 

the group had missed these Parrots a few days previously and were keen to catch that one back! 

Well you’ve got to love it when a plan works, and there were a pair of these dainty neophemas right 

on cue. On the nearby headland more White-capped Albatross were cruising by, and we had our 

second sighting of the ocean going Black-faced Cormorant. Another great start to the day. 

With quite a few waterbirds still missing from our list we decided to target a few wetlands on the 

Bellarine peninsula and around Port Phillip bay.  At Lake Lorne we were hoping to find Freckled 

Duck. This small suburban wetland happens to be one of the best sites in Victoria for this species, 

with over 100 recorded at times. A recent report had at least one bird still hanging on despite the 

flooding further inland so we spent some time walking right around the lake, scanning the islands 

and fallen logs. A small flock of Blue-billed Duck amongst the commoner Chestnut Teal gave us some 

hope, but it was not to be, and perhaps the last straggler had finally decided it was time to head off 

to breed somewhere outback.  
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Next stop was on Port Phillip bay near Avalon. This can be a good place to see Fairy Tern. The tide 

was very high on our arrival, with no exposed sand bars for the Terns to roost on. We walked further 

into the area and started finding flocks of Curlew Sandpiper and Red-necked Stint. We also found a 

single Common Sandpiper, which isn’t so common in southern Australia. Finally a distant Tern was 

spotted feeding over the bay, and it came closer, eventually close enough to be confident it was a 

Fairy Tern and not a Little. A pair of Black-winged Stilts had recently hatched chicks, plus White-

fronted Chats were good to see again. 

 

 

Heading for lunch in a nearby town we finally connected with some Musk Lorikeets who were 

feasting on nectar from a large heavily flowering Ironbark tree. And at a nearby lake a few Cape 

Barren Geese were seen. These birds are part of a successful reintroduction program, returning the 

species to parts of its former range.  

After lunch we headed back down to Port Phillip bay to a different site, hoping for shorebirds and 

perhaps more Fairy Terns. Plenty of action along the way, with Swamp Harriers and Ibis, Pipits and 

Skylarks, and some roosting waders on the rocks. We had very close views of Red-necked Stints, 

Curlew Sandpipers and Red Knot which everyone enjoyed. 
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It was finally time to return to Melbourne and conclude the tour. Fourteen days and 4,422 

kilometres later we had visited an extremely diverse set of habitats and located most target species 

we searched for. 

We did still have one more site to try, following a tip form a local birder we had a chance for Spotless 

Crake in a reedbed along the Laverton creek, so we wandered up and waited for a while, enjoying 

the goings on of the Reed Warblers at the site. The crakes had gone quiet, or perhaps left the area 

along with many other waterbirds, so it was not to be, but there was one more bird to add to our 

trip list, a Greenfinch ! 

We parted ways over dinner having completed the checklist for what was an epic two weeks of fun 

and lots of birds. 

 

Report compiled by Simon Starr 4 10 2016, all photos by Simon Starr. 
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TRIP REPORT 

Birdfinders (UK); Tasmanian extension 

30th September to 3rd October 2016 

 

We kicked off at the Hobart airport at 0940 on 30th in the worst weather for the year; very windy 

and heavy, easterly rain. Initial discussion conformed that, not surprisingly, Tasmanian endemic birds 

were the overriding priority for the group.  

We travelled first to a nearby location on private land to look for a (hard to find) Tasmanian masked 

owl (an endemic subspecies). Indeed the bird, from the size and colour likely an adult female was 

coyly peeking out of a high hollow but the face with its purple/brown disc was clearly seen. We 

encountered the ‘usual suspects’ for rural pasture and mainland Tasmanian dry forest dominated by 

white gums Eucalyptus viminalis – masked lapwings, white-faced heron, noisy miners, grey shrike 

thrushes, and forest ravens,  striated and spotted pardalotes calling, brown thornbills and New 

Holland  honeyeaters and Australian magpies. Brown falcon, skylark and eastern rosellas were heard 

in the distance. Of course common starlings, house sparrows and European blackbirds were 

scattered through the area. 

Next stop was Gould’s Lagoon at Granton. En route  we passed by many  feeding sulphur-crested 

cockatoos with a few long-billed corellas. The amount of water laying in paddocks and overrunning 

dams, ditches and ephemeral streams was remarkable and Gould’s lagoon was very full. As a 

consequence, it had very few waterbirds compared to usual; most ducks seemed to have dispersed, 

no doubt to take advantage of the flooded paddocks. However there remained the core species - 

Tasmanian native hen (endemic species 1), Australasian swamphen, Eurasian coot, Pacific black 

dusk, maned duck, chestnut teal, black swan (all with young) and a lone pair of kelp gulls 

commandeered a sculpture platform. A small flock of eastern rosellas squabbled over a hollow tree 

at the side of the lagoon, black-faced cuckoo shrikes flew over and musk lorikeets and little 

wattlebirds were shrilly obvious in flowering gums adjacent to the car park. Both mallard and 

muscovy ducks inhabited the flooded edges and a pallid cuckoo was heard close by.  

Travelling along the banks of the Derwent River toward Mt Field National Park we saw Australian 

pelicans, little black, little pied and great cormorants and many black swans, Tasmanian native-hens, 

Eurasian coot, a swamp harrier and a brown falcon. There was a continuous trickle of overflying 

ducks and teal, including Australian shelduck. 

At Mt Field we went direct to (a bleak) Lake Dobson where we immediately had close views of black 

currawong (endemic bird 2) and found Tasmanian scrubwren (endemic bird 3) and scrubtit (endemic 

bird 4) surprisingly easily, getting particularly good views of several of the latter. A walk to a very 

volumous Russell Falls gave us a brief view of pink robin but a superb better view of a feeding green 

rosella (endemic bird 4) and brown thornbill and Tasmanian thornbill (endemic bird 5) and black-

headed honeyeater (endemic bird 6). A white morph grey goshawk was seen being mobbed by 

lapwings. European goldfinches were in the car park and superb fairy wrens common. 

 



 

2 
 

Returning to Hobart we parked amongst a large flock of yellow-tailed black cockatoo and at Hobart  

the usual silver and kelp gulls flew to and fro. A night walk at a Reserve in Hobart gave us Bennetts 

Wallaby, Tasmanian pademelon (an endemic mammal), Tasmanian bettong (a Tasmanian endemic 

mammal) and common brushtail possum. 

After breakfast on 1st October, amongst continuing rain and wind we went to Richmond to view 

some captive Tasmanian devils also seeing many thornbills and a shining bronze cuckoo. We then 

went to Grasstree Hill to check a peregrine falcon nest site, the adult female being off the nest 

feeding and giving us excellent views as she flew back and forth checking us out then perching on a 

lookout. Clear views of tree martins and a shining bronze cuckoo were extra treats. A dash then to 

Kettering to catch the Bruny Island ferry with a stop at Margate (for outstanding coffee) netting 

rainbow lorikeet, little and yellow wattlebird (endemic bird 7) amongst many New Holland 

honeyeaters at a flowering gum. Swift parrots were heard but not seen and a brown goshawk 

overflew Margate at a considerable height as a swamp harrier ‘skydanced’ nearby. A short wait at 

Kettering for the ferry gave welcome swallows, black-faced cormorant and pied oystercatcher and 

excellent views of silvereyes. The ferry ride gave us a swimming little penguin. 

Once off the ferry we went to Barnes Bay getting very clear views of swamp harrier, grey fantail, 

yellow-throat honeyeater (endemic bird 8), fan-tailed cuckoo and grey currawong feeding young 

brief, views of a flying wedge-tailed eagle (an endemic subspecies) and a fleeting glimpse of a 

beautiful firetail. Slowly working our way south bird watching when the weather allowed (and 

setting a camera trap), we had excellent views of pallid cuckoos, scarlet robin and dusky wood-

swallows. Swift parrots (a breeding endemic) were briefly seen flying (swiftly) overhead and a white-

bellied sea eagle peeked from its huge nest, viewed by telescope from a main road.  Finally, we 

arrived at our host destination Inala (near Cloudy Bay) with almost immediate, close views of dusky 

robin (endemic bird 9), flame robin, scarlet robin, crescent honeyeater, grey shrike-thrush, forty-

spotted pardalote (endemic bird 10) and golden whistler with a brief view of an olive whistler.  A 

brief visit to Cloudy Bay Beach gave us beautiful views of flame and scarlet robins, white-fronted 

chat and Australian pipit with a brief view of a skylark (being chased by an Australasian pipit). 

That night we visited The Neck and saw little penguins and short-tailed shearwaters at close quarters 

also getting excellent views of several newly emerged (from dens) black morph eastern quoll (an 

endemic mammal) en route.  

Next morning (the 2nd October) some more birding at Inala in improving weather netted strong-

billed honeyeater (endemic bird 11) and the mournful calls of a common bronzewing. We then went 

to Adventure Bay but this usual mecca for swift parrots was devoid of such. We did however record 

grey butcherbird and a peregrine falcon hunting starlings.  Pacific gulls and Pacific black duck were 

common along the magnificent beach, a great egret and a white-bellied sea eagle also being seen 

there and 3 wedge-tailed eagles soared off to the south. Returning to Inala we finally got good views 

of swift parrots and at Inala we had outstanding views of a pair of swamp harriers at the raptor food 

station and a white morph grey goshawk waiting in a tree. A visit to Jetty Beach gave absolutely 

outstanding views of beautiful firetail and Tasmanian scrubwren and from the nearby Bruny 

Lighthouse we could view the shy albatross and Australasian gannet colony of Pedra Branca Island 

way to the south jutting over the horizon. Unfortunately, the (then) moderate north-easterly wind 
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meant those pelagic seabirds did not come close enough to be seen. Returning to Inala we recorded 

green finch and nearby a very brief, roadside view of a brush bronzewing. 

A very early start on the 3rd found us scooting to the ferry collecting the camera on the way. A check 

of the SD card revealed good photos of long-nosed potoroo, eastern quolls and common brushtail 

possum, copies later sent to guests. A final bird watch at Pittwater near the airport, showed us 

yellow-billed spoonbill,  little egret, great crested grebe and the briefest look at was likely a hoary-

headed grebe. It was then off to the airport with its musk lorikeets chirping in the carpark’s trees 

and the Birdfinders quest was over, a few species short (eg common bronzewing, Australasian grebe, 

cattle egret) because of bad luck with the weather. But all endemics well and truly ticked. 

 

Nick Mooney 

Guide 

Inala Nature Tours. 

  


